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·1 hl'. Illinois �upreme Cnun hus promoted the U!->C of, ideo 1,;onferi:nc.:ing to enhanci: tht: ,u.:1:1::,., 111 

th1. _iuJici;.tl "J st�m 'upn:mc C ourc rules -15 unJ :::!➔ I alto" for the ·c or, idcn conkrcm:in� ,11 

long .ts l:uni,litulionnl guummce::-. an� alfor<lcJ. Pur uant to thl:! Juthuril� \ estcJ in Lhc unJr:rsign..:d
us l'hid.ludgc nfthc inth JuJicial Circuil Couri b) 'e ·tion 7. Article 6 of the Conslilullun l t'thi:
Stntc o1 lllinui" ( 1970). :rn<l h) Pan 1.10 ol'the Cir uit Court Rules of the Ninth Judicial Cin:uit
(\1u11. I he inlh .luc.fa:ial Circuit Court Rule.., amcmk:<l October 22. 20_ 1. Pan Um l{i.:1111111.
I IL"aring:-.. i:-. hL'rL'b� ri.:placcd \\ ilh th1: fol lowing:
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1\ II appcarnm;I.', under thi'> rule ,holl i.:cnnpl) ,, 1th '->l R -1.:: and :!..J l ,h ,m11.:mhl. 

\.m 1udgc in thl! inlh Judicial Circuit ha, the cliscrcllon 10 create mu.I maintain a rcnwh.: 
hearing n1 d11d.c1 lo address sn fcty nr health concerns. pm, idc: co ·tor lime -.o\ ing., 1n the 
cour1 ur 1111rtic,. 01 irnprmc ellic1cnC'� ol coun pcralwns In the i:rcatiL,n und scheduling.. 111' 
'lli!h 111.:anng,. Judge. nnd courthou c pc, onm:I should trivc lo uulizc 11:chnolug� \\ lu.:h 1s 
n:adil;, avnilobl1.: to lhc puhhc and an rnc)., and i available at either no cus1 or lu,, c.l1-.1 1u 
p.11111:ipants.

'\.tlLhtn� 111 tlw, rule rcqui�� ajuLigc In ln,IJ c1thcr a rcmo1 • hcanng. 111 □11) pru.:ci.:dmt! 1111Jc.,, 
otht'rn 1�c mandmcd h)- Im, nr lither e rnblbhed cou11 procedure - sec cctinn D hclo\\ 
,I h1i-,c prncecding. ,llkmed to be conducted b)- , 1del� or telephone under C:.CR 451�1 l�(1;l 
ma� he requirt:d lO he 111 per-,nn i { the judge di::1e1111111e� 1111;: mnurc llf 1hc hcarmg. the i.:tmdt11.:t 
nr I he pm tic-. 1 ,r i,1tvrllc) in the case or rhc 11eed to allo\\ pun1c:. and the tr attlirncy, lti 
co111111un1catc :111J ncgoti�ll: clTcctiH:-1)- require, it. 

3. \\ hen a n:111otc hi:anng im lll\ e:-. u defcntlant Ill cu-10d). the Judge �hall rrm itk a rca.,@abk
npptirtunit� for co1111sd m i.:ommuni ah.: pri\atel� \\ilh aid deli.:ndant prinr tn. clurmg .ind
11nmcdiatt.:!) alkr tin: rroceeding .

..t \ _1w.Jl!c ma� t.hrect an anome) to 111iu:.11L.: a remotl! hearing rn an tndividual ca:-.c ib nclc:-,..,af'). 
if that nrdcr cine,; not plac .. .- an unclut! h11rdc11 c n nny one pnny r ,1t1ornc). 



5. Persons who appear in a remote hearing must conduct themselves in the same manner and in
accordance with the same standards as the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure, Illinois Supn:me
Court rules, and Ninth Judicial Circuit Court Rules. The same rules regarding dress, conduct,
demeanor, language and respect for the Coun and staff apply as if the participants were
physically present in the courtroom.

6. Judges should make reasonable efforts to allow public viewing of any public court
proceeding conducted by video.

7. In addition to paragraph C below, remote hearing instructions and information will be made
available to the bar associations of the Ninth Judicial Circuit.

B. How to join a remote proceeding in the Ninth Judicial Circuit

1. Go to http://www.9thjudicial.org/index.htrnl.
2. In the Latest News section click: 9th judicial zoom courtrooms - Click here for

listings.
3. Click on the hyperlink for the appropriate courtroom.

C. Where to find information and assistance for remote proceedings

I. In Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Knox, McDonough and Warren Counties, contact the office
of the judge assigned to the case or the Circuit Clerk's office:

a. Fulton County Circuit Clerk 309-547-3041
b. Hancock County Circuit Clerk 217-357-2616
c. Henderson County Circuit Clerk 309-867-3121
d. Knox County Circuit Clerk 309-345-3859
e. McDonough County Circuit Clerk 309-837-4889
f. Warren County Circuit Clerk 309-734-5 I 79

2. Remote hearing information and instructions will be posted in public areos in the six county
courthouses of the circuit.

D. Proceeding types exempted from remote proceedings by case category

1. Criminal Felony and Criminal Misdemeanor
a. Hearings on release from detention
b. Recall of a warrant (unless represented by an attorney)
c. Evidentiary hearings
d. Plea of guilty
e. Sentencing
f. Jury or bench trial
g. Hearing to revoke probation
h. Hearings conducted under the Sexually Dangerous Persons Act
1. All specialty court proceedings (unless waived by the Court)
j. All contempt of court proceedings



2. Civil (all subcategories)
a. Evidentiary hearings
b. Settlement conferences
c. Jury or bench trial
d. All contempt of court proceedings

3. Family
a. Evidentiary hearings
b. Settlement conferences
c. Bench trials
d. Recall of a warrant (unless represented by an attorney)
e. All contempt of court proceedings

4. Juvenile Delinquency
a. Hearings on release from detention
b. Recall of a warrant (unless represented by an attorney)
c. Evidentiary hearings
d. Plea of guilty
e. Sentencing
f. Jury or bench trial
g. Hearing to revoke probation
h. Hearings conducted under the Sexually Dangerous Persons Act
i. All contempt of court proceedings

5. Juvenile Abuse & Neglect Hearing
a. Evidentiary hearings
b. Adjudication hearings
c. Pennanency hearings
d. Disposition hearings
e. Termination of Parental Rights
f. All specialty court proceedings
g. All contempt of court proceedings

6. Major Traffic, Minor Traffic, DUI, Ordinance Violations
a. Hearings on release from detention
b. Recall of a warrant (unless represented by an attorney)
c. Evidentiary hearings
d. Plea of guilty (unless waived by the Court)
e. Sentencing (unless waived by the Court)
f. Jury or bench trial
g. Hearing to revoke probation
h. All specialty court proceedings
1. All contempt of court proceedings



I·.. How to n!lllll!St a remote proceeding 

I. Panics \\ hn \\ ish 10 appear remote!) for a luturc court appcaram:c \\ here lh1:
prm:ceding is otht:rn l';l' schc<lulcJ to he in-person shall ma�e such n:qut·,t to I he

.., 

l ourt 111 \\ rit111g or 111-pcrson. I he rcquirt:ment of' .. Ill ,u1trng .. ma� im.:I uJc email
corrcspon<lcncl' it' ullo\\ed b) thi.: C oun \n) said request ,hull hi.: seni 111 1he other
part) 01 alturne) for u part) in the case. Sai<l ri.:quest mw;t be muJ1.: at least three
husiness du) s prior In thc court pniccc<ling. The other part) or ,111orne) ma) 111.1kc
,Hitll:n llhtcc11un tl1 the(. oun ol said request. It 1s ,, 1th1n thL' Jiscreuon ol the Court
,, he1hcr to grani any request \\ her1: an 111-pt:rson appearance i� 01hen, ISL' 11.:qum.:J

\11ornL·ys \\ho \\ ish to appear remote I) must folio\\ the sleps nu1lineJ in '-L'Clitin I: I I 1 
ahm Land rnusl not ii� their clil!nt ol an) such n:quest. It the part) 1s requ1r 1.:J tu 
a11cnJ tlk prm:ceJing in person. the :morne) shall he so n:lJUireJ unh:ss their 
appearance is \\al\c<l h) the Court. rhe other pttrt) or their allume) m,I) 111akc 
,n,ucn ohjccuon lll the Court ot'!mid rcqrn.:st. It is within thc discn:1ion ul' the Court 
\\he1hcr lo gram an) n.:quest ,,here un in-person �1ppcara111.:c ts oth1.:r\\ isl' requirl.!J, 

In 11s di,cretion. the Court rnu� conn:rt an m-pcrson prm.:..:l!ding tn a rl!m1Ht.: 
prncc:l!Jing for the: health. safot� or welfare of1he parties or a11ornc):,. or dlicic11c� 1,r 
the C 1rnrt The deeis1011 of the Court 10 "" itch to n remote prncceJing 1s nnl 
tlelerminati\'c for future court hearings 

11 I� 11 trRI I URI . ORDI RI D \'!\JD \l)Jl Dul I) that the .ibo,e :--.i111h .l uJic1al l'ircui1 (.\1un 
l{ulc Part I 80 Remote I !caring:. 1s adopted 1m a 1empmar) has1s until .;uch tilllL' ,,s 1hc .lud!!l'.s 
pflhc Ninth l udici.tl l ircu11 ,L'T\ ing l)ll the Rules Commiuce ha, e rc:vie\\ cJ the rule ,md 1he Ju<lgL'' 
nr the �inth .l ud1c1al Circuit hme appron:d it 
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