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NEW JUDGE MENTORING PROGRAM 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of the New Judge Mentoring Program is to assist new trial 
judges in the transition from attorney to judge; to provide basic assistance to the new judge 
prior to the mandatory new judge seminar; and to provide such assistance after the new judge 
seminar as the new judge may need. The mentoring program is limited to new circuit and 
associate judges, as it is felt that new judges in reviewing courts will be able to continue to 
rely upon their colleagues for assistance on an informal basis. 

(b) Provisions of New Judge Mentoring Program. 

(1) Administration. (A) Judicial Mentor Committee. There is created in the Illinois 
Judicial Branch a New Judge Mentoring Program which shall be administered by a seven­
judge Judicial Mentor Committee which shall consist of the chairperson and the vice­
chairperson of the Conference of Chief Circuit Judges, and five additional judges appointed 
by the Supreme Court for three-year staggered terms. One judge, who is either a Chief Circuit 
Judge or a judge responsible for the supervision of other judges, shall be appointed from 
each judicial district. Upon appointment of the members of the Committee, the Committee 
may commence any necessary organizational work to prepare for the assumption of its 
administrative responsibilities. 

It shall be the responsibility of the Judicial Mentor Committee to develop criteria for 
the matching of mentors with new judges, to review the mentors' contact reports to make 
recommendations to the Supreme Court for modifications to the New Judge Mentoring 
Program, and to make an annual report to the Supreme Court relating to the operation of the 
program. The Committee shall be assisted by the staff of the Administrative Office. 

(8) Chief Circuit Judges. The Chief Judge of each circuit shall be charged with the 
responsibility of ensuring that each new judge in his or her circuit participates in the New 
Judge Mentoring Program and determining whether the mentor assigned to each new judge 
provides the proper guidance and assistance contemplated by the Program. 

(2) Operation. (A) Selection. The Chief Judge of each circuit shall determine the 
number of mentor judges necessary in order to provide for the operation of the New Judge 
Mentoring Program in his or her circuit. Thereafter, the Chief Judge shall solicit volunteers 
from the circuit and associate judges of the circuit who possess the qualifications set forth 
below to act as mentors. The Chief Judges shall forward to the Judicial Mentor Committee 
the names of the proposed mentors within their respective circuits. It shall be the obligation 
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