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SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS 

THE PEOPLE OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

Respondent-Appellant 

LAURA EPSTEIN 
Petitioner-Appellee, 

) 
) From the Appellate Court of 
) Illinois, Second Judicial 
) District, 
) No. 2-19-1059 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Appeal from the Circuit Court 
for the 17th Judicial Circuit, 
Boone County, Illinois 

) Case No. 18-CF-89 
Honorable 
JOHN YOUNG, 
Trial Judge Presiding 

STANDARD OF REVIEW 

I. The Correct Standard of Review is the Abuse of Discretion Standard. not De Novo. as 

argued by the Appellant. 

The admissibility of evidence rests in the trial court's sound discretion, and its ruling will not be 

reversed absent an abuse of discretion. People v. Floyd, 2014 IL App (2d) 120507,r 14. A trial 

court's balancing of probative value and prejudicial impact is reviewed for an abuse of 

discretion. People v. Bates, 2018 IL App (4th) 160255, ,r 84. The argument for de novo review 

fails to consider that the trial court's balancing process itself deserves deference. People v. 

Martinez, 2019 IL App (2d) 170793. 
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NO. 127824 

INTHE 

SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS 

THE PEOPLE OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

Appellee 

LAURA EPSTEIN 
Appellant, 

NOTICE 

) 
) From the Appellate Court of 
) Illinois, Second Judicial 
) District, 
) No. 2-19-1059 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Appeal from the Circuit Court 
for the 17th Judicial Circuit, 
Boone County, Illinois 

) Case No. 18-CF-89 
Honorable 
JOHN YOUNG, 
Trial Judge Presiding 

TO: Illinois Supreme Court, Clerk of the Court, Supreme Court Building, 200 E. 

Capitol, Springfield, Illinois 62701 

State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor, 2032 Larkin Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 

6012 3 (2nddistrict. eserve@ilsaap.org) 

Illinois Attorney General, Criminal Appeals Division, 100 W Randolph St. , 12th 

Floor, Chicago, fllinois 60601 (attorney _general@ilag.gov) 

Boone County State's Attorney, 601 N Main Street, #302, St. , Belvidere IL 61008 

(dsierens@boonecountyil.org) 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the 8th day of February, 2022, we have caused 

to be filed, electronically, via Odyssey E- File the attached TABLE OF CONTENTS TO 

THE RECORD ON APPEAL AND STANDARD OF REVUE with the Clerk of the 

Supreme Court of Illinois in Springfield, Illinois. 

Copies of said pleadings are attached hereto and herewith served upon you. 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

The undersigned, an attorney, hereby certifies that he served the TABLE OF 

CONTENTS TO THE RECORD ON APPEAL AND STANDARD OF REVUE 1 upon: 

Illinois Supreme Court, Clerk of the Court, Supreme Court Building, 200 E. Capitol, 

Springfield, Illinois 62701 

electronically, via Odyssey E- File at or before the hour of 11 :00 P.M. on the 8th 

day of February 2022. 

Further, the undersigned, an attorney, hereby certifies that he served the TABLE 

OF CONTENTS TO THE RECORD ON APPEAL AND STANDARD OF REVUE 

upon: State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor, 2032 

Larkin Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 60123 via email, at or before the hour of 11 :00 P.M. on the 

8th day of February 2022. 
Further, the undersigned, an attorney, hereby certifies that he served the 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TO THE RECORD ON APPEAL AND STANDARD OF 

REVUE upon: Illinois Attorney General, Criminal Appeals 

Division, 100 W Randolph St., 12th Floor, Chicago, Illinois 60601 and Boone 

County State's Attorney, 601 N Main Street, #302, St., Belvidere IL 61008 via email, at 

or before the hour of 11 :00 P .M. on the 8th 

day of February 2022. 

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil 

Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are 

true and correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief and as 

to such matters the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that he verily believes the same to 

be true 

By: 

Christopher J. Taylor (6207852) 

P.O. Box 72 
Oswego, IL 60543 
(888) 369-3466 




