IN THE
SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS

In re: Electronic Access and Electronic Filing of

Court Records M.R. 18368

— N e’

ORDER

Effective January 1, 2020, in furtherance of the Court’s ultimate objective of a statewide or ne
remote access system as explained in the Annotation to the May 30, 2017, Order In re:
Electronic Filing in Civil and Criminal Cases and Remote Access Systems (M . 18368),

5 HEREBY ORDERED:

1.

Or r Entered By the Court.

The attached Supreme Court of lllinois Remote Access Policy (“the Policy”) is erc 1y
approved and supersedes the Electronic Access Policy for Circuit Court Records of
the lllinois Courts. The Administrative Director of the lllinois Courts has authority to
amend the Policy as is necessary and appropriate.

For the purpose of ensuring re:SearchiL is functioning in strict compliance wi e

Policy, a subset of llinois licensed attorneys selected by the Illinois Stat ir
Association Standing Committee on Legal Technology shall perform preliminary
testing after the effective date of this order and prior to expanding remote | c
access to all lllinois licensed attorneys and legal service providers defined as T
Group 5 in the Policy . After this initial trial period, all User Group 5 members sh e
allowe remote access to court information and documents in the six case S

available for ‘public’ access. The Administrative Director of the lllinois Courts has
authority to expand access to all User Group 5 members as deemed appropriate
following this testing period.

Remote access by judicial partners and the public defined as User Group 3 in
Policy will be delayed pending the successful and satisfactory testing conducted
User Group 5, at which time expansion of remote access will be considered.
Administrative Director of the lllinois Courts has authority to expand access to user
Group 3 when deemed appropriate. Nothing herein shall limit remote access 1y User
Groups 1, 2 and 4 as defined in the Policy.

Any court in the State of lllinois whose case management system is curre
integrated with re:SearchlL, shall make all written orders entered on or after :
effective date of this order available to re:SearchlL. Upon integration, i other courts
shall make all written orders entered after integration available to re:SearchiL. -
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts will provide technical assistan  to court

their efforts to meet this requirement. FILED
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e The nature of the information contained in some court documents suggests that exclusion
from Remote Access may be warranted, even though Public access at the Courthouse is
a rwed;

e The nature of the information contained in some court documents is such that Remote Access
must be prohibited;

e Confidential Records as defined in this Policy are excluded from remote access; and

e Access policies should be clear and applicable to all levels of courts statewide.

Pursuant to the Supreme Court's May 30, 2017 Order, all courts shall make case information an
documents filed through eFilelL available to the statewide Remote Access system known as
re:SearchlL. Although courts may continue to utilize local court document Remote Access
systems, local systems must apply the same principles and access rights as identified in this Policy;
otherwise, the clerk shall terminate such local Remote Access systems.

This Policy is intended to be prospective and responsive to future enhancements in court
technologies and related securities. Ongoing review may result in future modifications. Any
future amendments or updates to this Policy must be incorporated into any local court docum
Remote Access system providing Remote Access within 30 days of the effective date of
change.

SECTION 1 — DEFINITIONS
Attorney of Record — An attorney, who has entered an appearance, currently represents a party
to the case, and who is listed as the Attorney of Record in the Case Management System.

Bulk Distribution - A request for "bulk distribution" is defined as a request for all, or a significant
subset, of the information or data maintained in electronic form, as is and without modification
or compilation.

Case Management System (CMS) — Any software or other tool used by the court for automated
recordkeeping of documents and associated data comprising the Official Court Record.

Compiled Court Documents or Records - Information or data derived from the selection,
aggregation, or manipulation of court information from multiple court records, with specified
common denominators including, but not limited to, statistical reports and information or data
that is not available in an existing record or report.

Confidential Records — Expunged, impounded, sealed, or otherwise secured pursuant to Court
Rule, Law, order, or policy. Confidential Records are excluded from Remote Access under this
Policy and shall not be accessible through re:SearchiL or any other system providing Remote
Access.

Court Rule - Any Rule of the Supreme Court of lllinois and any local rule or administrative order
established as provided by Supreme Court Rules 21 or 22.

Courthouse — Any location where a court or clerk does business.

























