IN THE
SUPREME COURT
OF
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

In re: Illinois Courts Response to COVID-19 Emergency/Temporarily Amended Rules

Over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Illinois Supreme Court has temporarily
altered the operation of certain Illinois Supreme Court Rules. A complete listing can be found on
the Illinois Courts Response to COVID-19 page. Those temporary rules changes are collected here
for the convenience of the public; the rules changes are governed by the M.R. 30370 orders
carrying them out and may be subject to further amendment.

Temporarily Amended Rules 45 and 241

Rules 45 and 241 (governing authorization for remote proceedings) are temporarily altered by
an M.R. 30370 of October 27, 2020, as follows:

A. Illinois has been in a state of emergency since Governor Pritzker’s declaration on
March 9, 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, necessitating temporary court-imposed
restrictions to minimize the impact of COVID-19 on the court system, while continuing to
provide access to justice.

B. Civil jury trials are necessary to the administration of justice in Illinois, and the
COVID-19 pandemic continues to have an enormous impact on our entire court system,
including the number of civil cases tried to verdict. Safely resuming civil jury trials will
require modifications to court procedures and any local rules or administrative orders to
allow for social distancing and compliance with public health protocols to minimize the
risk of COVID-19 exposure by jurors, court personnel, litigants, and the public.

C. The Seventh Amendment right to trial by jury must be fiercely protected, and courts
must continue to provide equal justice under the law while departing from traditional
procedures.

D. Remote jury selection by video conference (herein “remote jury selection”) in civil

cases is permissible to reduce the risk of COVID-19 exposure so that litigants can access
justice in a timely fashion while keeping all jurors, court personnel, litigants, and the public
safe.
For civil matters, circuits may choose to utilize remote jury selection consistent with the
guidelines established by the Court Operations During COVID-19 Task Force, and adopted
by the Court (herein “Guidelines”) on October 27, 2020, available at
http://illinoiscourts.gov/CircuitCourt/Remote Jury Information.asp.

E. Any remote jury selection must be conducted consistent with the constitutional rights
of the parties and preserve constitutional public access.

F. Authorization for remote proceedings under Illinois Supreme Court Rules 45 and
241 is temporarily expanded to include remote jury selection for civil trials.

G. Remote jury selection in a given case requires the consent of all parties, unless the
judge finds, after weighing the factors of public safety and the parties’ rights to access to


http://illinoiscourts.gov/Administrative/covid-19.asp
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/27049290-3aa0-4073-acc9-183f91758ab6/102720-1.pdf
http://illinoiscourts.gov/CircuitCourt/Remote_Jury_Information.asp

justice, that the case presents a compelling circumstance to proceed with remote jury
selection absent parties’ consent.

H. Circuits or counties may apply to the Court for permission to undertake a pilot
project in which remote jury selection could be ordered by the judge without the parties’
consent or a compelling circumstance.

I. Nothing in this Order limits the authority of circuits to adopt measures to protect
health and safety that are more restrictive than this Order, as circumstances warrant.
Circuits are encouraged to move toward conducting as much court business as can be done
consistent with public health and safety, in the interest of the fair and timely administration
of justice.

Temporarily Amended Rules 298 and 404

Rules 298 and 404 (governing summonses requiring an appearance on a specific date,
applications for waivers of court fees, and applications for waivers of court assessments) are
temporarily altered by an M.R. 30370 of February 10, 2021, and an M.R. 30370 of May 28, 2021,
as follows:

1. With respect to Applications for Waiver of Court Fees pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/5-
105 and Supreme Court Rule 298 and Applications for Waiver of Court Assessments
pursuant to 725 ILCS 5/124A-20 and Supreme Court Rule 404 in all matters, including but
not limited to civil, criminal, and quasi-criminal matters:

a. Applications for Waiver of Court Fees by persons who are exempt from e- filing
under Supreme Court Rule 9(c) may be filed by United States Mail, third-party
commercial carrier, in person, or utilizing an available dropbox, or other means, such
as e-mail, if permitted by the local court. All other Applications for Waiver of Court
Fees shall be e-filed.

b. Applications for Waiver of Court Assessments may be filed by United States
Mail, third-party commercial carrier, in person, utilizing an available dropbox, or other
means, such as e-mail or e-filing, if permitted by the local court.

c. Upon filing, the Clerk shall transmit an Application for Waiver of Court Fees or
for Waiver of Court Assessments (hereinafter “Application”) to the judge assigned to
rule on it.

d. The court shall enter an order ruling on the Application on the basis of the
information contained in the Application, without conducting a hearing, unless the
court determines that the Application gives rise to a factual issue regarding the
applicant’s satisfaction of the conditions for a waiver under section 5-105(b) of the
Code of Civil Procedure (735 ILCS 5/5-105(b)) or section 124A-20(b) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (725 ILCS 5/124A-20(b)).

e. If the court determines there is a factual issue regarding the applicant’s
entitlement to a waiver, the court shall enter an order (i) stating with specificity the
nature of the issue, (ii) scheduling a hearing on the Application by telephone or video
conference in accordance with Supreme Court Rule 45 and this Court’s Policy on
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Remote Court Appearances in Civil Proceedings, where applicable, and (iii) specifying
any documents to be submitted in support of the Application at or before the hearing.
The hearing on the Application for Waiver of Court Fees shall be scheduled promptly,
with due regard for the need to provide reasonable notice to the applicant. The hearing
on the Application for Waiver of Court Assessments should be held within 5 to 10
business days unless the defense asks for or agrees to a longer delay.

The court shall cause the clerk to serve the applicant with a copy of an order entered
pursuant to paragraph c. or d. by e- mail (if the applicant consented, in the Application,
to receive court documents by e- mail), or else by United States Mail at the address
stated on the Application.

f. In accordance with Supreme Court Rules 298(b) or 404(b), if the court
determines, with or without a hearing, that the conditions for a partial assessment
waiver under 735 ILCS 5/5-105(b)(2) or 725 ILCS 5/124A-20(b)(2) are satisfied and
if necessary to avoid undue hardship on the applicant, the court may allow the applicant
to defer payment of assessments, costs, and charges; make installment payments; or
make payment upon reasonable terms and conditions stated in the order.

This order is effective immediately and shall remain in effect until further order of this
Court.

Temporarily Amended Article VII, Part A, Admission to the Bar

Article VII, part A, of the Illinois Supreme Court Rules is altered by an M.R. 30370 of May 1,
2020, as follows:

That Supreme Court Rules governing the administration of the Illinois bar examination
are temporarily relaxed until further order of the Court to the extent necessary to allow the
Illinois Board of Admissions to the Bar the flexibility to prepare for and administer a bar
examination in a manner that maintains the health and well-being of all applicants and
others involved with the administration of the bar examination.
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