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Rule 303A. Expedited and Confidential Proceedings Under the Parental Notification of
Abortion Act

(a) Entry of Judgment in the Circuit Court. Upon the filing of a petition in the circuit court
for judicial waiver of notice under the Parental Notification of Abortion Act, the circuit court shall
rule and issue written findings of fact and conclusions of law within 48 hours of the time that the
petition is filed with weekends and holidays excluded, except that the 48-hour limitation may be
extended at the request of the minor or incompetent person. The court shall endeavor to rule at the
conclusion of any hearing on the petition, but in any event shall rule within 48 hours of the filing
of the petition, weekends and holidays excluded, except that the time period for ruling may be
extended at the request of the minor or the incompetent person. If the decision is not rendered
immediately following a hearing, then the petitioner shall be responsible for contacting the clerk
of the court for notification of the decision. All notifications pursuant to this procedure may be
informal and shall be confidential. If the court fails to rule within the 48-hour period and an
extension is not requested, then the petition shall be deemed to have been granted and the notice
requirement shall be waived. A decision denying a judicial waiver of notice is a final and
appealable order, which is appealable in the manner provided in the following paragraphs of this
rule.

(b) Review to the Appellate Court as a Matter of Right. In accordance with the provisions
of this rule, a minor or incompetent person shall be entitled to an appeal to the Appellate Court as
a matter of right when the circuit court denies her a waiver of notice under the Parental Notification
of Abortion Act.

(c) Review in the Appellate Court. Review of the denial of a waiver of notice under the
Parental Notice of Abortion Act shall be by petition filed in the Appellate Court. The petition shall
state the relief requested and the grounds for the relief requested and be filed within two days,
weekends and holidays excluded, of entry of the denial from which review is being sought, except
that the two-day period may be extended at the request of the minor or incompetent person. An
appropriate supporting record shall accompany the petition, including a record of proceedings, the
petition filed in the circuit court, the decision of the circuit court, including the specific findings
of fact and legal conclusions supporting the decision, and any other supporting documents or
matters of record necessary to the petition. The supporting record must be authenticated by the
certificate of the circuit court clerk or by the affidavit of the attorney or party filing it.

(d) Appointment of Counsel. The Appellate Court shall appoint counsel to assist the
petitioner if she so requests.

(e) Statement of Facts and Memoranda of Law. The minor or incompetent petitioner may
file a brief statement of facts and memorandum of law supporting her petition, which together shall
not exceed 15 pages or, alternatively, 4,500 words and which also must be filed within two days,
excluding weekends and holidays, of the entry of the order being appealed under paragraph (a) of
this Rule.

(f) Confidentiality. All proceedings under this rule shall be confidential. The petitioner shall
be identified in the petition and any supporting memorandum in the method provided under Rule
660(c), as in appeals in cases arising under the Juvenile Court Act. Alternatively, the petitioner
may use a pseudonym if she so requests. All documents relating to proceedings shall be impounded
and sealed subject to review only by the minor, her attorney and guardian ad litem, the respective



judges and their staffs charged with reviewing the case and the respective court clerks and their
staffs. After entry of an order by the Appellate Court, the clerk of the Appellate Court shall review
the proceedings. If leave to appeal is not sought by the petitioner, the clerk of the Appellate Court
shall seal the record on appeal before returning it to the clerk of the circuit court. Any appellate
court file shall also be sealed. If leave to appeal to the Supreme Court is sought, the petition for
leave to appeal and all supporting documents shall identify the petitioner in manner provided under
Rule 660(c). The file in the Supreme Court shall also be sealed and impounded following the
decision of the Supreme Court. All notifications of court rulings under this rule may be informal
and shall be confidential.

(g) Time for Decision; No Oral Argument. After the petitioner has filed the petition for
review in the Appellate Court, along with a supporting record and any memorandum, the Appellate
Court shall consider, decide the petition and issue a confidential order within three days, excluding
weekends and holidays. The petitioner shall be responsible for contacting the clerk of the Appellate
Court for notification of the decision. Oral argument on the petition will not be heard.

(h) Supreme Court Review. If the Appellate Court affirms the denial of a waiver of notice,
the petitioner may file a petition for leave to appeal with the Supreme Court within two days,
excluding weekends and holidays, of the Appellate Court’s decision to affirm the denial of a waiver
of notice, except that the two-day period may be extended at the request of the minor or
incompetent person. The petition for leave to appeal to the Supreme Court shall contain (1) a
statement of issues presented for review and how those issues were decided by the circuit and
appellate courts, (2) a brief statement explaining the reason for appeal to the Supreme Court, (3)
any memorandum and statement of facts presented to the appellate court, and (4) the written orders
of the circuit and appellate courts. The Supreme Court shall decide whether to allow leave to appeal
within three days, excluding weekends and holidays, of the filing of the leave to appeal. In deciding
whether to allow leave to appeal, the Supreme Court’s discretion shall be guided by the criteria
listed in Rule 315(a). The confidentiality of the proceedings shall be maintained in the manner
described in paragraph (f) of this rule. If leave to appeal is allowed, the petitioner must then file
the record from the proceedings in the circuit court with the clerk of the Supreme Court within two
days, excluding weekends and holidays, of the date that leave to appeal is allowed, except that the
two day period may be extended at the request of the minor or incompetent person. Oral argument
in the case will not be heard. The Supreme Court shall then issue a confidential written decision
within five days, excluding weekends and holidays, of the date it allowed the petition for leave to
appeal. The Supreme Court shall render its decision based on the record from the circuit court, and
the petition for leave to appeal and any supporting documentation filed in conjunction with the
petition for leave to appeal. The petitioner shall be responsible for contacting the clerk of the
Supreme Court for notification of any decisions made by the Supreme Court on either the petition
for leave to appeal or the ultimate disposition of the case by the Supreme Court. All notifications
of court rulings under this rule may be informal and shall be confidential.

Adopted September 20, 2006, effective immediately; amended June 22, 2017, eff. July 1, 2017,
amended Sept. 15, 2017, eff. Nov. 1, 2017.
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