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FILL OUT THE REQUIRED FORM. 
Your Verified Claim is your written response to the Notice of Pending Forfeiture. 

The Notice of Pending Forfeiture is a document sent to the owner of the property by the 
State’s Attorney. The Notice explains why the State can permanently take the property 
and where to send the Verified Claim form. 

Use these forms: 
Verified Claim 

 

SUBMIT YOUR FORM TO THE STATE’S 
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE. 

 You must submit a copy of your Verified Claim to the State’s Attorney’s Office.  

To do this, mail or take your Verified Claim to the State’s Attorney’s Office listed in the 
Notice of Pending Forfeiture.   

The Notice may have more instructions on how to submit your Verified Claim. 
  

NEXT STEPS. 
The State’s Attorney’s Office will send you a response to your Verified Claim within a few 
weeks. If you do not get a response, contact the State’s Attorney’s Office to follow up. 

If the State’s Attorney starts a court case to proceed with forfeiture, your case will go to 
court. If your case goes to court, you will need to file an Appearance. 

If you need to file an Appearance for a court case, use these forms: 
Appearance (Civil Asset Forfeiture)  
Additional Proof of Delivery (Civil Asset Forfeiture) (if needed) 
Application for Waiver of Court Fees (if needed) 

 
 

1
2

This packet is not legal advice. It provides general instructions on how to use these forms in your court case. It cannot 
and does not try to cover everything that might happen in your court case. Your use of the forms does not guarantee 
you will be successful in court.  

How a judge handles a case can vary from county to county. Your county may have special requirements that are not 
covered in these instructions. Ask the Circuit Clerk’s office if your county has local rules and, if so, where you can get a 
copy. 

3 
Laws covering these forms: Illinois Supreme Court Rules 131, 137, and 138; 

Illinois Statutes 720 ILCS 570/505, 720 ILCS 570-100, 720 ILCS 5/29B-1, 725 ILCS 150/1 and 410 ILCS 620/1. 
 

This is for information and instruction. Do not file it. 

DRAFT. 

Do Not F
ile

 at
Court.

https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/f3de7dca-089a-412c-ab99-5547fb24fd39/Rule%20131.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/9ce1fce9-895f-463e-b87d-f9b7631f8fde/Rule%20137.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/d8b25273-3db6-4f9e-97d4-27fefab56b04/Rule%20138.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=072005700K505
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=072005700K100
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/072000050K29B-1.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1977&ChapterID=54
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1577&ChapterID=35
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LOOK AT THE DOCUMENTS YOU RECEIVED FROM 
THE STATE TO CONFIRM WHAT TYPE OF CIVIL ASSET 
FORFEITURE CASE YOU HAVE. PICK THE BOX THAT 

FITS YOUR SITUATION.   

Follow the directions to file an 
ANSWER TO COMPLAINT 

OR FORFEITURE  
(Article 36 – No Drugs or 

Money Laundering) 
form found at:  

ilcourts.info/caf-forms  
 

Follow the directions to file an 
ANSWER TO COMPLAINT 

FOR FORFEITURE  
(Property Taken Because of 

a Drug and/or Money 
Laundering Case) 

form found at:  
ilcourts.info/caf-forms 

Follow the directions to fill out and 
submit a 

VERIFIED CLAIM  
form found at:  

ilcourts.info/caf-forms 

If your car was taken under 
Article 36 and you received a 

Complaint for Forfeiture. 

If you received a Complaint for 
Forfeiture and the property 
that was taken: 

 is worth more than 
$150,000, OR  

 is a home or land. 

 

If you received a Notice of 
Pending Forfeiture and the 
property taken is less than 

$150,000 

The State will review your 
Verified Claim and decide 
whether to start a court 

case. 

If the State decides to 
start a court case, they 
will file a Complaint for 

Forfeiture in court, then:   

If the State decides 
NOT to start a 

court case, you will 
get the property 

back. 

You must file your Verified Claim 
with the court. In Cook County, 
the State’s Attorney will file the 
Verified Claim you already sent 

them. 

DRAFT. 

Do Not F
ile

 at
Court.

https://ilcourts.info/caf-forms
https://ilcourts.info/caf-forms
https://ilcourts.info/caf-forms
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If you would like to learn more about civil asset forfeiture, go to ilao.info/get-forfeit-property. 
 

FILL OUT THE REQUIRED FORM. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Use this form to tell the State’s Attorney that you have a claim to the property that was taken and 
that you want it back. 

Use this form if: 
 You received a Notice of Pending Forfeiture for a case involving drugs or money laundering.  

DO NOT use these forms if: 
 Your case is a criminal forfeiture case.  
 Your civil asset forfeiture case does not involve drugs or money laundering. 

Forms required: 
 Verified Claim: Your written statement explaining that you own the property that was taken and 

why you should get it back. 

You can find all of the statewide forms online at: ilcourts.info/forms. 

 
 

What is a Notice of Pending Forfeiture? 
 The Notice of Pending Forfeiture is the document sent to the property owner by the State’s 

Attorney. The Notice explains why the state can take your property. It explains where to send the 
Verified Claim form. 

Is there a deadline for submitting a Verified Claim? 
 Yes. You have 45 days from the date you received the Notice of Pending Forfeiture to submit your 

Verified Claim to the State’s Attorney’s Office. The Notice of Pending Forfeiture you got should 
include your exact deadline. 

What happens if I don’t submit a Verified Claim? 
 If you are required to submit a Verified Claim to the State’s Attorney’s Office and you do not do so, 

you will lose your property. 
 You must submit a Verified Claim if you want to try to get your property back. 

Is there a cost to submit a Verified Claim? 
 No. There is no cost to submit a Verified Claim to the State’s Attorney. 

In a civil asset forfeiture case, the government is trying to keep property it took from you, like a car, 
money, or other belongings. It is a separate court process from a criminal court case, even if both are 
about the same event. This civil case has its own case number, deadlines, and notices. If you do not 
participate in this civil asset forfeiture case, you will lose your property. This can happen even if you win 
the related criminal case or if you were not the person accused of the crime.  

DRAFT. 

Do Not F
ile

 at
 Court.

http://ilao.info/get-forfeit-property
https://ilcourts.info/forms
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SUBMIT YOUR FORM TO THE STATE’S ATTORNEY’S 
OFFICE. 

 After filling out the form, you must submit the Verified Claim to the State’s Attorney’s Office.   
 Mail or take in person your Verified Claim to the State’s Attorney’s Office listed on the Notice 

of Pending Forfeiture you received. 
 The Notice will have instructions on how to submit your Verified Claim by mail or in person. 

o Some counties may allow you to submit it electronically. Contact the State’s Attorney’s 
Office listed on the Notice you received if you need more information. 

 Keep a copy of the Verified Claim that you submit to the State’s Attorney’s Office. 
 

 NEXT STEPS. 
 Watch your mail for any updates from the State’s Attorney’s Office. If you do not receive 

anything after one month of submitting your Verified Claim, contact the State’s Attorney’s 
Office.  

 After the State's Attorney reviews your Verified Claim, they will decide whether to file a 
forfeiture case against you. If the State's Attorney files a forfeiture case, you will receive a 
Complaint for Forfeiture and notice of a future court date in the mail.  

 If you get a notice that there is a court date for your case, you may have to file an Appearance 
and Answer form with the court. You can find those forms here: ilcourts.info/forms. 
 There may be fees to file court forms. If you cannot afford to pay costs and fees, you can 

ask the court to file for free or at a reduced cost by filing an Application for Waiver of 
Court Fees. This is a separate form you can find at: ilcourts.info/fee-waiver-forms. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about going to court, including how to fill out and file forms, call or text 
Illinois Court Help at 833-411-1121 or go to ilcourthelp.gov. 

 

If there are any words or terms used in these instructions that you do not understand, please visit Illinois 
Legal Aid Online at ilao.info/glossary. You may also find more information, resources, and the location of 
your local legal self-help center at: ilao.info/lshc-directory. 
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https://ilcourts.info/forms
http://ilcourts.info/fee-waiver-forms
https://ilcourthelp.gov/
https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/glossary
https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/get-legal-help/lshc-directory



