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Ms. Browne
 
In my 42 years of practicing law in Illinois I have not before offered a comment on a proposed Rule
change. However, the proposed rule change in Supreme Court Rule 218 requiring a Plaintiff to
execute a waiver of his right of privacy prompts me to express my opposition to this proposed Rule
change.
 
The right of privacy is a long recognized and cherished right founded in our Constitution. A blanket
waiver is far overreaching and destructive of our Constitutional rights. The current system addresses
the need for discovery of facts when filing a claim for injuries. There is no need to change it.
 
The weight of the inconvenience to the Defendant in the current system is insignificant when
balanced against the expectation of and right to privacy by the injured party. The injured party does
not file a claim but for the injury producing conduct of the defendant. The injured party did not want
to be in this position. Why should the injured party be forced to give up such a fundamental right in
toto in order to gain relief from the injuries caused by the Defendant. The injured party is being
injured first by the injurious act and second by the proposed Rule requiring him to waive his right of
privacy. The Court should not injure the person a second time by forcing this waiver.   
 
Respectfully,
 
Frank H. Byers, II
 
Frank H. Byers, II, Ltd.
160 West Main Street
Decatur, Illinois 62523
 
Tel:  (217) 875-3301
Fax: (217) 875-3524
 

 
NOTICE: This communication is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, found at 18
U.S.C. 2510 et. seq. and is intended to remain confidential and is subject to applicable attorney/client
and/or work product privileges. The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are intended
solely for the addressee(s) named in this message. If you are not the intended recipient of this message,
or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply e-mail
and then delete this message and its attachments. Do not deliver, distribute or copy this message and/or
any attachments and if you are not the intended recipient, do not disclose the contents or take any action
in reliance upon the information contained in this communication or any attachments.
 
TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH TREASURY REGULATIONS (31 CFR PART 10, SEC. 10.35,
CIRCULAR 230), I INFORM YOU THAT ANY TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS CORRESPONDENCE
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WAS NOT INTENDED OR WRITTEN BY ME TO BE USED, AND CANNOT BE USED BY YOU OR
ANYONE ELSE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF AVOIDING TAX OBLIGATIONS, INTEREST OR PENALTIES
IMPOSED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OR PROMOTING, MARKETING OR
RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY ANY TAX MATTERS RELATED HEREIN.
 




