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complaint and are a ‘good-faith estimate of the extent of the injury sustained.’ ” Ryan, 2012 IL 

App (1st) 120005, ¶ 23 (quoting Hytel Group, Inc. v. Butler, 405 Ill. App. 3d 113, 126 (2010)). 

These factors are not exclusive “and there may well be other factors that are relevant.” Id. It is the 

defendants’ burden to show that the lawsuit was retaliatory. Sandholm, 2012 IL 111443, ¶ 57. 

¶ 62 Regarding the timing of the lawsuit, Glorioso sued for defamation approximately 11 

months after the publication of the first of the articles at issue. Glorioso argues that the length of 

time between publication and his suit supports a finding that the suit was not retaliatory, as it did 

not stifle defendants’ rights to petition, to speak, or to participate in government. See Ryan, 2012 

IL App (1st) 120005, ¶ 23 (plaintiff filed complaint less than three days after the first segment of 

defendant’s reporting aired; proximity in time was “not necessarily dispositive evidence of 

retaliatory intent,” but was “a probative fact,” made more plausible by the fact that plaintiff filed 

suit before the last segment aired). It is true that waiting until shortly before the running of the 

statute of limitations on the first set of articles does not indicate an attempt to silence Sun-Times’s 

future reporting on Glorioso or PTAB. The approximately three months between the lawsuit and 

the October articles also does not suggest retaliation. Similarly, unlike instances where plaintiffs 

attempted to sue for punitively and disproportionally large sums of money, Glorioso seeks 

$50,000; regardless of his intentions in suing, this does not provide evidence that the lawsuit was 

retaliatory. See id. ¶ 24 (damages of $7 million in addition to punitive damages suggested 

retaliation; “[d]emanding damages in the millions for alleged defamation is a classic SLAPP 

scenario”); see also Hytel, 405 Ill. App. 3d at 126 (evidence of retaliation where extraordinarily 

high damages sought were not supported by the facts pled). We agree with the circuit court that it 

is a question of fact whether the timing and amount of damages sought indicate retaliatory 

behavior. However, these are not the only factors to consider, as we may also look to other relevant 
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I Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board 



���������� ����	
��
����	�����	�����	���������	���	������	���	��	������ 	������
!	
�"	#����	���	$��%�&�	'����	'����	(	$��%�&�	)� ('����

�

��*��%��%�&���� 
�����%�����������+���,�++���
����(
����(%��%�&�(������
!(
�"(�����
�(���
����(�����(&�������(���� ���(������
!(
�"(������(#���� ,�-

./012	34556/1278	2196::1/04;<6/=	>2?:@78	ABCC	488188:1/;	D6?E0	F1	8E48G10	;6	HIJK:<EE<6/	L26:	HCMJI	:<EE<6/J	>G4;	D6?E0	E6D12	;G1	;4N	F<EE	L26:	HAJM	:<EE<6/	;6	HC=BOC=OMBJPL	;G1	8;4;1	;4N	4@@14E8	F6420	4@@26Q18	34556/1278	2196::1/04;<6/	215420</5	;G1	ABCC488188:1/;=	;G4;	96?E0	@26:@;	>2?:@	;6	811R	400<;<6/4E	21L?/08	L62	G<8	ABCA	4/0	ABCO@26@12;S	;4N18=	DG<9G	D121	F4810	6/	;G1	G<5G12	488188:1/;J
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I Lynn Sweet/ Sun-Times file 
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I Fran Spielman/ Sun-Times file 
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CRIMINAL CASES 
DRAGON FOR 
YEARS AS COUNTY 
JUDGES APPROVE 
REPEATED DELAYS 

After 60 years of feeding 
North Lawndale. restaurant 
owner 'Momma Lue' retiring 
f:VAH F. MooH ~""4E 4.:J 

Pierre Kezdy, bassist for 
influential punk rockers 
Naked Raygun, dead at 58 
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J4 1 :,'wl/41. <xtoi,n'JJ. ;1(00 I nc,n.,ntaP~l\lpO"in Maiot I fJffll/lr,t,,rom ·--
THE WATCHDOGS 

PRllZKER DUMPS OFFICIAL WHO 
PUSHED FOR TRUMP TO on 
$1M·REFUND ON TOWER'S TAXES 

.....,,,_,, ... --. 
~ 11'1' 111110 

wtflllNOV.U.STAFF IDORTU 
~-, ~mes 

G 
ov. J.B. Ptlt'Z.W b dwnplng nn DliootJ 
(!fficW who's tmd<'r' k!W!Mlgn\iob ror 
tt)'ing co (qree a state ;!f,reocy \0 gt\,e 

~eat Donald J. rnunp a refund ot moc(' 
tllOSI mIUlon on tt.! p,opercy tnes hc; pl'lld 
on bis CbkatlO sk)'scru~ t""ighl~arn 11€1). 

l,feuro GJorio~ tx~tn·e di.n."tl.or ant1 
Affl"'81 ooun.st>l (or :ht- lllinoi~ Property Tax 
Appe:i113oru'd, wm be ootofhiajob as (If 
ThW'&d3f .iis lhe Tr.1111p case oontll'lu<>:s lo 
cM!t a cJ(NJ.d over. :i state a.g\~>cY Urnt's al~ 
grappling with a ba-~tdog of a.bout 00,000 
\li,X('D.',e:I. 

The ~s handliug of'l'rump's tax :ip. 
pea) - flled by the Chi¢ag6 faw firm ot Alcl 
Bdwt1rd M. Bur~ 04th) - rn\:5 been under 
inv~t,igation since Nov•e:inber. That's whfo 
11n anonymous oom,laint. Wl.\S filed \\•i\b the 

IU)11ols Office of the Exc,c. 
11tivt1 lo.-;Ptctor GC':oers~ 
wying Glorioso o-rd(',vd 
t he ngency to 3ppl'O\<e 
t.he $1 mm Ion ~yooL for 
'l'nlmp, rejecting :i staff 
::-eporL th"L touod novslld 
reooon to ffilpl)Oi:t. U1e 
refund on the tnx bin tor 

Main Qlorlcno the Trwnp lnterna&n:il 
Hotel & 'J"ower'& hotel 

(l.nd commercilll i;.pnce. 'l'rurnp's t\~l cited 
~a<:nntst.ortfr(lt'II.S :.long the ChiC:t!RO River 
io l$Wkitift , be tt'IX cut. 

Since April. Olorioi;o·s stall bas repeat­
edly placed 'l'rump'$ proposed refuod on 
PT AB'$ mon,Wy ngeodi, - only to bm'e the 
tlve~ber board otlhe sltl.tt :igc-ocy r~ 
peatedly p<>.<rt;pone a decisJoo, rcwrds :;how, 

Any true refund ilr-'f'rump woukl coirn: 
oot of property taxes tc> the clw otChi~ 
nnd e'lgbt ot.ber go--..ernment :sget'ICIC:s, \be 
Chk.1go Public Scoool3 IQ$1ng tlie blggtS'I 
chunk ot money: more than $&10.000 if tOO 
presikfonl. gets wrultCJor1oso wa.nts. 

*PTAB has d~cd that the best coun;e 
of action is to cou linuc the case ~til I.be 
OEtG has complok-d its investigntion, and 
th\) ~ard hns not. and will not, di,¢1.,1.,s t.he 
mmts or Lhe case until ~ueh lime• boord 
«:~-nun Kevin Freemn.n says. ' 

rhe agency'$ btxu-d meets again Tuesday 
- two duy• befol\' Glorioso el<ilS 1be Ggeney 
where .he has worked for 20 )'(!M'S, lm.t as 
a l ,eitrulg,Qfl'icer, r.hen as a boo.rd member. 
before Pntzkel' tippoi.oted him executive di­
~t and ~P. la1;.11•er more than a year* 

'The oomini:sb-atioo appreciate-$ Mauro 
Giori?3o's _servioo lo the l¢At..e oflllln01s. Md 
we wish him "-ell In his: bCXI. enden\•or."l>ritz... 
k,r'spresssec.-et,ryJ<>rdru,Ab"~hsnys 
in an tmsil in rel>J)Onse to questioni;.. 

, Glorioso will bi> replaced by Mkhoel 
0 MnUoy, an assbtant Cook Count-y state's 
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1 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 

MAURO GLORIOSO, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

SUN-TIMES MEDIA HOLDINGS, LLC and 
TIMOTHY NOVAK, individually, 

Defendants. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Case No.:  2021 L 90 

Calendar D 

DECLARATION OF TIMOTHY NOVAK 

1. My name is Timothy Novak. I am a reporter for Chicago Sun-Times, a daily

newspaper and media source focused on newsworthy events in the Chicago Metro area. I am over 

18 years of age and am competent to execute this Declaration.  

2. I have been a reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times since 1995 and investigative

reporter since 2000 focusing on exposing corruption in the State of Illinois. I have received 

multiple national and local awards for my reporting, including numerous awards from the Chicago 

Bar Association, two Better Government Association George Bliss Awards for Excellence in 

Investigative Journalism, two George Polk Awards, a National Headliner Award, and the Tom 

Renner Award. The George Polk Award is the most prestigious national award after the Pulitzer 

Prize. My first Polk Award was for reporting fraud in Chicago’s “Hired Truck” program, which 

led to 49 corruption indictments. My reporting that earned my second Polk Award led to 

appointment of a special prosecutor and then-Mayor Daley's nephew pleading guilty to 

manslaughter. Prior to Sun-Times, I was a reporter for City News Bureau and daily newspapers in 

Texas, California, Missouri, and Illinois.   
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 2 
 

3. I am familiar with the Trump Tower appeal pending before the PTAB, having 

attended the hearing, and I have questioned PTAB about its status in following years. I also am 

familiar with the Chicago Sun-Times reporting published under my byline in February and 

October, 2020, including Articles under headlines such as “President’s Chicago tax appeal on 

Trump Tower is under investigation” and “Pritzker dumps official who pushed for Trump to get 

$1milllion refund on Chicago towers taxes” (the “February Article” and “October Article”). 

4. I have reviewed the Complaint that Mauro Glorioso filed naming me as a defendant 

and exhibits thereto (the “Glorioso Complaint”). The Glorioso Complaint refers to an “anonymous 

complaint” filed with the State of Illinois Office of Executive Inspector General (OEIG) as one of 

the sources for the “February Article” but did not quote or attach a copy of the “anonymous 

complaint” as an exhibit.  

5. I have attached a copy of the OEIG Complaint referring to Mr. Glorioso as Exhibit 

A along with its mailing envelope. The OEIG Complaint was mailed to me by an anonymous 

source who substituted the Chicago Sun-Times’ address for his or her return address to ensure 

anonymity. I have no knowledge of the source’s identify. 

6. The OEIG Complaint names Mauro Glorioso as a “subject” against whom the 

whistleblower is complaining and the summary on the first page alleges: 

“Prohibited political activities and conflicts of interest under the Ethics Act (5 ILCS 
430/5-5). Unethical political influence and dishonesty under ALJ Code of 
Professional Conduct (Exec. Order 2016-06). Unethical violations of attorney Code 
of Professional Conduct (S. Ct. Rules. Art. VIII).” 
 
7. The OEIG Complaint also attached five pages, described as a “three page statement 

of prohibited political activity, conflicts of interest and unethical acts by attorneys; and two-page 

Case History for PTAB docket No. 11-24443.” The PTAB docket number concerns the Trump 

Tower appeal.  
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 3 
 

8. With respect to Mr. Glorioso, the OEIG Complaint’s statement, among other 

things, alleges (on page 2) that “Glorioso told Waggoner he wanted a large reduction in the 

assessment because the taxpayer/owner of Trump Tower Chicago was the President of The United 

States; that Waggoner then told Nockov that he should withdraw his written decision and rewrite 

it to give a large assessment reduction; and that Waggoner told Nockov that his reason for wanting 

a large reduction was because the President was the owner and to “Make America Great Again.” 

It further alleged that Waggoner later took over the case and “found the property warranted a large 

assessment reduction of many millions of dollars consistent with Glorioso’s directive.”  

9. The statement also alleged (on page 3): “prohibited unethical political activities and 

conflicts of interest perpetrated by . . . Glorioso”; that the large reduction was for “political 

reasons”; and Glorioso “participated in this scheme.” The database appeared to confirm the OEIG 

Complaint’s allegation that the initial ALJ decision was withdrawn and reentered. The OEIG 

Complaint requested an investigation of Mr. Glorioso, among others. 

10. Based on this information, I filed a FOIA request with PTAB to follow up on the 

OEIG Complaint. As evidenced by Exhibit B to my declaration, PTAB declined to provide the 

information I had requested on January 21, 2020, naming Mr. Glorioso as one of the decision-

makers who refused to provide the requested information. 

11. I also attempted to obtain comment from the OEIG, PTAB, the Governor’s Office, 

Mr. Glorioso and others. The PTAB and OEIG declined comment. Mr. Glorioso did not return my 

messages.  

12. I was, however, able to obtain an official statement for attribution from the 

Governor’s Communication Director, Emily Bittner, confirming an ongoing investigation into 

allegations of improper political motivations, which statement was quoted in the February Article:  
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 4 
 

“The administration is determined to get to the bottom of this situation and will 
insure a thorough investigation is conducted. PTAB should take no action until an 
investigation is complete. In general, it would be entirely inappropriate for a legal 
decision on a property tax appeal to be impacted by any of the conduct alleged in 
this complaint, including the allegations of political motivations improperly driving 
the decision making.”  

Ms. Bittner’s email containing her statement is Exhibit C to my Declaration. Accordingly, the 

Chicago Sun-Times was able to report official confirmation of an investigation into “whether” Mr. 

Glorioso “pressured his staff to cut the President a break.” I used the conjunction and 

colloquialisms to summarize the incomplete investigation described by the Administration for our 

lay readership. 

13. The October Article reported the Governor “is dumping an Illinois official who’s 

under investigation,” which facts appear undisputed by Mr. Glorioso. The PTAB also provided an 

official statement, quoted in the October Article, that it would continue the Trump Tower appeal 

“until the OEIG has completed its investigation [and will] not discuss the merits until such time.” 

Notwithstanding the OEIG Complaint and official statements, the October Article included a 

potentially innocent explanation for PTAB staff replacing the first ALJ’s decision, reporting that 

chief ALJ Waggoner based his recommendation on Trump Tower’s appraisal that the property 

“was assessed too high” due to vacant store fronts and the fact that interested agencies failed to 

object.  

14. When the Chicago Sun-Times published the February Article and October Article, 

I believed all facts reported were true. I had no reason to doubt the investigations based on the 

official statements, actions and information known to me at the time, including the 

Administration’s confirmation that it was investigating “allegations of political motivations 

improperly driving the decision making.” There also was no reason to doubt that officials were 

investigating “prohibited unethical political activities and conflicts of interest” alleged in the OEIG 
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 5 
 

Complaint, including that Mr. Glorioso gave a “directive” to Chief ALJ Waggoner to provide “a 

large reduction in the assessment” because the taxpayer/owner was the President. 

15. No facts have been provided to me since that contradict any of my reporting. Mr. 

Glorioso did not contact me and PTAB refused to comply with my FOIA requests until after he 

was replaced. On or about November of 2020, PTAB responded to my FOIA requests by providing 

links to, among other things, PTAB emails relating to the Trump Tower appeal. Nothing in the 

FOIA disclosures was inconsistent with the Administration’s statement or the OEIG Complaint. I 

have attached relevant emails as Group Exhibit D that demonstrate Mr. Glorioso was involved in 

changing the original recommendation. PTAB also produced an email Plaintiff wrote to himself, 

dated February 8, 2020, in which he described the OEIG Complaint in very similar terms: “Prior 

to becoming a final decision by the board an anonymous complaint was initiated stating staff 

members particularly the Executive Director and the Chief Hearing Officer sought a desired result 

based upon political bias.” Finally, I reviewed the PTAB minutes for January 12, 2021, submitted 

by new Executive Director O’Malley and published online, which report PTAB still was 

continuing Trump Tower Appeal due to the OEIG investigation. 

16. Based upon my experience as an award winning reporter, including 16 years as an 

investigative reporter, I reported the investigations into official PTAB proceedings as a matter of 

public concern because they involved the assessment of taxes in Illinois and particularly for 

properties associated with the then President of the United States. Moreover, the OEIG Complaint 

alleged, with support from PTAB’s database, that former Executive Director Glorioso participated 

in “prohibited unethical political activities and conflicts of interest,” including giving “directives” 

to his staff to recommend a large reduction in the assessment “for political reasons” based on the 

identity of the taxpayer. Finally, the appeal has been pending for over ten years. Any one of these 
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facts were newsworthy, let alone in combination, and especially of concern to the public in the 

context of alleged property tax improprieties involving Aldennan Burke and Governor Pritzker, 

also repttted in these Anicles and elsewhere by the press. 

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant m Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil 

Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the Slatements set fonh in this instrument are true 111d 

conect, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief and as m such matters 

the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that he verily believ s the same to be true. 

Executed on March 5 , 2021. 
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omCE OF EXECUTIVE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
for die Agenc;ic,$ of dte Illinois Governor 
www.111spectorgcneral.,li1110ts.gov 

COMPLAINT 
Please type or print clearly below. Return completed fonn to: Office of Executive Inspector General, Division of 
Investigations, 69 West Washington Street, Suite 3400, Chicago, IL 60602. Alternatively, you may fax the form to 
our office at (312) 814-5479. Ourtoll-free hotl ine number is (866)814·1 I 13. TTY: 1-888-261-2734. 

(Your) Contact Information 
Name:• Anonymous 

•The OEIG accepts anonymous complaints 

Age: ----
Address: 

treet Address 

City 

Home Phone: 

Sex: OM D F 

State 

-------- ------
Other Phone: 

What is your preferred method of contact? 

Are you employed by the State of Illinois, a State public 
university, CTA. Metra, Pace, or RTA? 
If yes, which agency? 

Business Phone: 

Email Address: 

Job Title: 

Is your complaint against an employee(s), agency, or someone doing 
business with the State of Illinois, CTA, Metra, Pace, or RTA? 
ff yes, which agency? Property Tax Appeal Board 

Have you notified any other federal, State, or local agency of your 
·complaint or filed a lawsuit or grievance related to these matters? 

If yes, with which agency did you file a complaint? 

Date: Nov. 13, 2019 

Zip Code 

□ Yes O No 

~Yes D No 

0 Yes~ No 

What is the complaint number? Has your complaint been resolved? D Yes O No ----------
If yes, briefly summarize the results: 

Have you previously filed a complaint with the OEIG? 0 Yes ~ No 

If yes, please list any known OEIG case numbers: _ ___________________ _ 

Is this complaint related to your previously filed OEIG complaint? D Yes D No 

Form 300AA (rev. February 2016) Page I of3 
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Please be aware tliat your complaint(s) may be referred to otller government 
agencies including the agency referred to In your complaint. 

If your complaint is referred, do you consent to the release of your identity as the 
complainant? 

D Yes Iii No 

O Yes~ No If the OEIG conducts an investigation and issues a repon, do you consent to being 
identified as the complainant in that report? 

Subject Information (person(s) against whom you are complaining) 

Subject's Name: Steven Waggoner 

Approximate Age: 60 ----------
Phone: 217-782-6076 

Sex: ~ M OF 

Address: 402 Stratton Office Building, 401 South Spring Street 

~~r~t#Fefd, IL 62706 
City State Zip Code 

Agency Employed: PTAB ------------- Job Title: Chi_ef ALJ 

Additional lnfonnation: Former Acting Executive Director of PTAB 

Subject's Name: Mauro Glorioso 

Approximate Age: 55 ----------
Address: Suite LL•54, 9511 Harrison Street 

5'~~raFnis, IL 60016 
City 

Agency Employed: PTAB 
State 

-------------

Phone; 847-294•4121 

Sex: ~ M OF 

Zip Code 

Job Title: Executive Director 

Additional Infonnation: Former Chairman of the Board of PTAB 

Subject's Name: Katherine Patti 

Approximate Age: 60 ----------
Address: Suite LL-54, 9511 Harrison Street 

~~=~s. IL 60016 
City 

Agency Employed: PTAB 
State 

-------------
Additional lnfonnation: 

Phone: 847-294·4121 

Sex: 0 M ~ F 

Zip Code 

Job Title: Deputy Chief AW 

-----------------------------
Subject's Name: Simeon Nockov 

Approximate Age: 35 ----------
Address: Suite LL-54, 9511 Harrison Street 

8:JM~ms, IL60016 

City 

Agency Employed: PTAB 
State 

-------------
Additional Information: 

Phone: 847-294-4121 

Sex: ~ M OF 

Zip Code 

Job Title: ALJ -------------
---------------------------

Fonn 300.4A (rev. February 2016) Page2 of3 
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Please be aware that your complalnt(s) may bt referred to otl,er government 
agencies Including the agency rtft"td to in your complaint. 

If your complaint is referred, do you consent to the release of your identity as the 
complainant? 

0 Yes O No 

□ Yes O No If the OEIG conducts an investigation and issues a report, do you consent to being 
identified as the complainant in that report? 

Subject Information (person(s) against whom you are complaining) 

Subject's Name: Jennifer Vesely 

Approximate Age: 48 -------- --
Address: Suite LL-54, 9511 Harrison Street 

5rs~remis, IL60016 
City State 

Phone: 847·294-4121 

Sex: 0 M ~ F 

Zip Code 

Agency Employed: PTAB Job Title: ALJ --------------
Additional Information: ----- - ------------------------
Subject's Name: - -------- ------ - --
Approximate Age: ----------
Address: 

Street Address 

City 

Agency Employed: 

State 

--------------
Additional lnfonnation: 

Job Title: 

Phone: - - ---------
Sex: 0 M OF 

Zip Code 

------------------------------
Subject's Name; ----- ------ -------
Approximate Age: ----------
Address: 

Slnet Address 

City 

Agency Employed: --------------
Additional Information: 

Job Title: 

Phone: 

Sex: D M OF 

Zip Code 

-------------------- ----------
Subject's Name: ------------------
Approximate Age: - ----- ----
Address: 

Street Address 

City 

Agency Employed: 

State 

--------------
Additional Information: 

Form 30D.4A (rev. February 2016) Page 2of3 
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Complaint Information 

Please summarize your complaint, including the date and time of alleged incident(s) (please attach any 
documentation or other evidence in suppon of your complaint): 

emen o pro s o in eres an 
unethical acts by attorneys; and two-page Case History for PTAB docket No. 11·24443. 

Please list other person(s) who could be a witness to the misconduct you have alleged: 

PTAB employees PTAB Des Plaines office 
Name Any identifying infonnation (Agency, Tille. Telephone Number, e1c.) 

Name Any identifying information (Agency, Title, Telephone Number, c1c.) 

Name Any identifying infonnarion (Agency, Title, Telephone Number, etc.) 

Complaint Taken By:• 

----------------------- ---------0 To be complelcd by the OEIG 

Illinois law provides that lhe identity of any individual providing infonnation to an Executive Inspector General shall be kept confidential and 
may 1101 be disclosed without the consent of that individual or when disclosure of the individual's identity is otherwise required by law. 5 lLCS 
430/20-90(a). lllinOis law states lhat any person who intentionally makes, to an Executive Inspector General, a false report alleging misconduct 
is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 5 ILCS 430/50-S(d). 
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OEIG COMPLAINT, dated November 13, 2019 

UNLAWFUL AND UNETHICAL VIOLATIONS OF THE 
STATE OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES ETHICS ACT 

(5 ILCS 430/5-5) 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
(Executive Order 2016-06) 

ILLINOIS RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUDT 
(Illinois Supreme Court Rules, Art. Vlll) 

The Property Tax Appeal Board (PT AB) is a State of Illinois agency with the purpose of 
ruling on property assessment appeals. The Des Plaines office solely handles appeals for 
Cook County properties. The cases are assigned to Administrative Law Judges to rule 
based on the facts and law. The facts are established in a variety of ways, mostly through 
the documents submitted as evidence and hearing testimony. 

In May 2012, the taxpayer/owner of a property at 401 North Wabash Street, Chicago, 
lllinois 60611 filed an appeal with PTAB of its 2011 assessment from the Cook County 
Board of Review. The corporate name of the subject property is 401 N. Wabash Venture, 
LLC, and is commonly known as Trump Tower Chicago. The appeal before PT AB 
consists of hundreds of Property lndex Nwnbers (l 7-10-135-039-1001 through 1339) for 
hotel and commercial space. PTAB clerical staff assigned docket number 11-24443 for 
the appeal. Attorney Edward M. Burke of the law finn Klafter & Burke represented the 
appellant from the time the appeal was filed with PTAB until May 2019. Burke served 
then, and still does, as a City of Chicago Alderman of the 14th Ward. The appellant 
submitted an appraisal in support of its argument of over-valuation, and requested an 
assessment reduction of many millions of dollars. PT AB notified the Board of Review of 
the appeal and sent to it a copy of the appraisal and other evidence submitted by the 
appellant. The Board of Review submitted ·an appraisal as its response. Despite the 
appellant's assessment reduction request of millions of dollars, no other local taxing 
bodies, such as the Chicago Public Schools or City of Chicago, intervened in the appeal. 

The parties were notified the appeal was ready for hearing in April 2014, but they asked 
for some postponements. In about October 2017, Katherine Patti, Deputy Chief ALJ at 
the Des Plaines office, assigned the appeal to ALJ Simeon Nockov. Patti and ALJ 
Jennifer Vesely assisted Nockov in all aspects of the appeal. Nockov conducted a 
hearing on December 12, 2017. Patti and Vesely consulted with him about the hearing 
beforehand. Patti attended the hearing, as did many news media reporters. Patti and 
Vesely helped Nockov write the decision, finding the subject property did not warrant an 
assessment reduction. On January 31, 2018, Nockov entered his written decision into 
PTAB's database for presentation to appointed members of the PTAB for approval. A 
copy of the database Case History for Docket No. 11-24443 is attached. Nockov's 
database entry of January 31st is shown as "DD." This code designates "Decision 
Drafted." 
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Mauro Glorioso was the Chainnan of the PTAB; Steven Waggoner was Acting Executive 
Director and Chief ALJ. Both Glorioso and Waggoner are licensed Illinois attorneys. 
Waggoner is ~ed in Springfield, but has administrative authority over all PT AB 
employees throughout Illinois. Nockov confirmed to many PT AB employees: that 
shortly after Nockov entered his written decision into PTAB's database, Glorioso told 
Waggoner he wanted a large reduction in the assessment because the taxpayer/owner of 
Trump Tower Chicago was the President of the United States; that Waggoner then told 
Nockov that he should withdraw his written decision and rewrite it to give a large 
assessment reduction; and that Waggoner told Nockov that his reason for wanting a large 
reduction was because the President was the owner and to "Make America Great Again." 
Nockov also confirmed to many PT AB employees that Waggoner sent emails to Nockov 
and exchanged telephone conversations with him about why Waggoner instructed 
Nockov to grant a large assessment reduction. Nockov complied with Waggoner's 
command and withdrew his written decision. The Case History entry later on January 
31 st is shown as "rDD." The '"r" designates "reversed" for the Decision Drafted entry. 
All of these actions and communications were performed during regular compensated 
work-time. 

Glorioso was appointed Executive Director of PT AB in March 2019 and relinquished his 
position as Board Chairman. On May 30, 2019, Burke, the appellant's attorney, was 
indicted for various alleged crimes by a federal Grand Jury. A new attorney substituted 
his appearance for the appellant on May 31 st

• On that same day, Waggoner made data 
entries to reflect the substitution of attorneys. 

In the meantime and during compensated work hours, Nockov consulted with Patti and 
Vesely, and with their help rewrote large portions of the decision to comply with 
Waggoner's political directives. They ruled on a small assessment reduction in the 
rewritten decision. Nockov then entered the rewrite into PTAB's database on June 29, 
2018, shown as "DD". in the database. However, later on that same date an employee of 
the Springfield office of PTAB was instructed by Waggoner to withdraw Nockov's 
rewritten decision by reserving the database decision, shown as "rDD. 

It is standing PT AB practice for the ALJ who conducted the hearing to write the decision. 
But, shortly after the instruction was made to withdraw Nockov's rewrite, Waggoner took 
over the case as the ALJ in charge of writing the decision, even though Waggoner was 
not present at the December 2017 hearing. As a consequence, he did not have the benefit 
of observing witnesses and gauging their credibility, ruling on procedural and evidentiary 
matters, or directing the focus of judicial inquiry. Yet, Nockov confinned that Waggoner 
found the property warranted a large assessment reduction of many millions of dollars, 
consistent with Glorioso's directive. Waggoner entered his written decision in PTAB's 
database on April 29, 2019, shown as "DD" in the database. However, Nockov 
confinned that Glorioso decided that it ',\'.as not the right time to publish Waggoner's 
decision. So, Waggoner instructed a Springfield employee to withdraw it from the 
database on May 7, 2019, shown as "rDD." All of this conduct was made during regular 
compensated work hours. As of the filing of this Complaint, the decision has not been 
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reentered into the database and submitted to the PT AB for final approval. But, the 
original and rewritten decisions, as well as all emails, are easily discoverable in the 
Central Management Services controlled database. 

The citizens of Illinois deserve honest services and professionalism from their public 
servants. Yet, those were denied to the citizens by the prohibited unethical political 
activities and conflicts of interest perpetrated by Waggoner, Glorioso and those PTAB 
employees who participated in their scheme. The Ethics Act makes clear that any 
"executive, director, supervisor, or State employee" shall not "perform any prohibited 
political activity during any compensated time" or "misappropriate the services of any 
State employee by requiring that State employee to perf onn any prohibited political 
activity ... " 5 ILCS 430/5-15. The facts show that Waggoner, for prohibited political 
reasons, made sure that the decision in the Trump Tower Chicago appeal would result in 
a large reduction. Glorioso, Nockov, Patti and Vesely participated in this scheme. Their 
conduct was done during regular work hours when they should have been devoting their 
services to legitimate State business. 

Nockov, Patti and Vesely were under an affirmative ethical obligation as ALJs employed 
by the State of Illinois and as licensed attorneys to report this conduct. The 
Administrative Law Judge Code of Professional Conduct, created by Executive Order 
2016-06, prohibits unethical conduct by ALJs. Rule 2.4--Extemal Influences on Judicial 
Conduct, states "An ALJ shall not: (B) permit family, social, political, financial, or other 
interests or relationships to influence the ALJ's judicial conduct or judgment." Rule 
2.13--Upholding the Integrity of the Legal Profession, states (B) An ALJ having 
knowledge that another ALJ has committed a violation of this Code that raises a 
substantial question regarding the ALJ's honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness as an ALJ in 
other respects shall take appropriate action, including informing the appropriate 
authority." These Rules track the requirements of a lawyer's responsibilities as 
enumerated and explained in the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct. But, Nockov, 
Patti and Vesely have not disclosed to the OEIG or ARDC any of Waggoner's conduct 
and their many communications with him. By failing to report this unethical conduct, 
and even participating in it, these State of Illinois employees have misappropriated State 
resources. They are using Waggoner's unlawful political pressure and ethical lapses as 
leverage to protect them from disciplinary actions. 

The facts set forth in this Complaint go beyond mere reasonable belief; we have stated 
facts supported with actions of individuals, dates and docket information. These facts 
can be easily verified by the OEIG's independent inquiry of interviewing witnesses, 
obtaining and analyzing documents, and forensic analysis of emails and database entries. 
We request the OEIG to investigate this conduct and report it to the Governor and 
appropriate law enforcement agencies. 
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:>5034648 

CASE HISTORY FOR DOCKET NO. 11-24443 

401 NORTH WABASH VENTURE, LLC 
SAME AS ATTORNEY 
SAME AS ATTORNEY, IL 99999 

MAYER BROWN LLP 
PATRICK J. MCNERNEY 
71 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE 
Chicago, IL 60606-4637 

Trans-
Docket action 
Number Code 

11-24443 rDD 

11-24443 LHNOT 

11-24443 DD 

11-24443 rDD 

11-24443 DD 

11-24443 EA 

Letter/ 
User Audit Audit Received 
ID Date Time Date 

DEGAN 05 - 07-2019 09:43:53 04-29-2019 

SWAGGON 04-29-2019 11:08:58 12-12-2017 

SWAGGON 04-29-2019 11 : 04:48 04-29-2019 

DEGAN 06-29 - 2018 12:37:58 06-29-2018 

SNOCKOV 06-29-2018 12:07:02 06-29-2018 

SWAGGON 05-31 - 2018 15:41:14 

Re­
versed 

N 

N 

y 

N 

y 

:>5034647 11-24443 COMMENT SWAGGON 05-31-2018 15:40:16 
Received Motion to Substitute attorneys. 

N 

N 

05034646 

1769800 

1769615 

11-24443 MAM 

11-24443 DD 

SWAGGON 05-31-2018 15:39:07 05-31-2018 N 

SNOCKOV 01-31-2018 08:36:16 01-31-2018 N 

SNOCKOV 01-31-2018 08:33:11 01-31-2018 Y 

02522462 11-24443 COMMENT KPATTI 10-27-2017 15:23:30 
Presiding ALJ was changed after Tom Kelley asked to be recused. 

N 

18220410 

18218529 

18216634 

1828398 

1828395 

1828392 

1841281 

1841279 

1841277 

11-24443 LHNOT KMCAULI 10-26-2017 08:37:12 10-26-2017 N 

11-24443 LHNOT KMCAULI 09-20-2017 13:05:06 09-20-2017 N 

11-24443 LHPNOT KMCAULI 08-04-2017 13:57:13 08-04-2017 N 

11-24443 LHPNOT KMCAULI 02-14-2017 13:53:34 02-14-2017 N 

11-24443 rLHPNOT KMCAULI 02-14-2017 13:20:14 02-14-2017 N 

11-24443 LHPNOT KMCAULI 02-14-2017 13:17:35 02-14-2017 Y 

11-24443 LHPNOT ANGUYEN 10-13-2016 13:15:01 10-13-2016 N 

11-24443 rLHPNOT ANGUYEN 10-13-2016 12:01:29 10-13-2016 N 

11-24443 LHPNOT ANGUYEN 10-13-2016 11:57:44 10-13-2016 Y 

02518248 11-24443 COMMENT KPATTI 10-11-2016 12:14:02 N 
ASA request for continuance & PHC / aplt no objtn// PTAB Order granting contnce 
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.824 762 11-24443 LHNOT KMCAULI 08-22-2016 09:08:37 08-22-2016 N 

)05320503 11-24443 LHRDY CREED 04-11 - 2014 10:54:21 04-11-2014 N 
~ 
~ 05320502 
..J 

11-24443 RCIRDY CREED 04-11-2014 10:54:06 N 

1!5739266 
N 

11-24443 MCE CWASILE 02-24-2014 13:27:20 02-24-2014 N 

j.573 9265 11-24443 MCN CWASILE 02 - 24-2014 13:27:20 02-24-2014 N 
"' 0 

~6528517 11-24443 MCCER CPLANIT 12-13-2013 14:36:00 12-12-2013 N 
N 
0 
N 

11-24443 LCNOT KBELL 11-19-2013 11:12:46 11-22-2013 !!i-6251693 N 
"' u.i 
i6251692 
Cl 

11 - 24443 LANOT KBELL 11-19-2013 11:12:46 11-22-2013 N 
Cl 
~6251678 11-24443 RAlRDY KBELL 11-19 - 2013 11:10:50 N 
u: 
l6327356 11-24443 MAE EBURGET 10-04-2013 15:18:35 10-03 - 2013 N 

l€228167 11-24443 LAAKX90 KBELL 07-08-2013 09:54:33 07-08-2013 N 

l6228157 11-24443 RAlXG KBELL 07-08-2013 09:53:14 N 

)891 71150 11-24443 AP ECASTRO 04-10-2013 09:02:34 N 
:tdded PIN that wasn't on imported spreadsheet, but is on first page of appeal fo 

)89145411 11-24443 AP ECASTRO 05-15 - 2012 10:04:23 N 

)89145410 11-24443 EA ECASTRO 05-15-2012 09:57:29 N 

)89145409 11 - 24443 MANA ECASTRO 05- 15-2012 09:56:12 04-09-2012 N 
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State of Illinois 
PROPERTY TAX APPEAL BOARD 

·m G Straaon Oflkc Bldg. 
II South Sprina S1 . Rm. 402 
,nngfiekl, llhno,s 62706 

Suburb:ln Nonh Regional Office 
9SI I W. Hamson St .. Suitt LL-S4 
Des Plaines. Illinois 60016 
(1)847.294.411 1 ) 21 7.782.6076 

) 21 7.785 44:?S 
TV) 217785.4427 

Tim Novak 
30 N. Racine Ave., Suite 300 
Chicago, IL 60607 
tnovak(ci suntimcs.com 

MAURO GLORIOSO 
E.xtcatil<t Dlruu,r & Genna/ Counul 

January 21, 2020 

RE: FOIA Request - Docket No. 2011-24443 

Dear Mr. Novak: 

( F} 847 294,4799 

This is in response to your request of January 10, 2020, to the Property Tax Appeal Board to review 
all documents and communications between the Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board and the Office 
of the Executive Inspector General (OEIG) regarding the PTAB case 2011-24443, Trump Tower 
401 N. Wabash Chicago. Included within the request were any communications, including emails 
the OEIG exchanged with Mauro Glorioso, Steven Waggoner and Simeon Nockov. 

The Property Tax Appeal Board hereby denies your request pursuant to sections 7(l)(a), 7(l)(f), 
7(1)(n) and section 7.5(h) of the Freedom of Infonnation Act (5 ILCS 140/7(1)(a), (l)(f), (l)(n) 
and 5 ILCS 140/7.S(h)). Additionally, the Property Tax Appeal Board finds the requested 
documents appear to be confidential and exempt from provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act pursuant to Sections 20-90 and 20-95 of the State Officials and Employees Ethics Act (5 ILCS 
430/20-90, 20-95). Those who determined that these documents are exempt from FOIA include: 
Dan House, FOIA Officer; Steven M. Waggoner, Chief Administrative Law Judge; and Mauro 
Glorioso, Executive Director and General Counsel. 

Please be advised that the notice of denial of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request can 
be reviewed by the Public Access Counselor pursuant to Section 9. S of the Freedom of lnfonnation 
Act (5 ILCS 140/9.5). The name and address of the Public Access Counselor is: 

•ARD MEMBERS 
inLF--.n 

Chica10 

Jim Bilotla 
Frank/on 

SUBMJTTED 1 2"9~ 1 Luc Moisan 1 11011W'2lll314:0!3 1DM 

Sarah Pratt 
Public Access Counselor 
Office of the Attorney General 

"" 1, .p1ub.illi11ois.go1· 
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January 21, 2020 

500 S. 2nd Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 
Phone: 1-877-299-FOIA 

( 1-877-299-3642) 
fax: (217) 782-1396 

You also have the right to have judicial review of the denial of access to inspect or copy the records 
pursuant to section 11 fthc Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140' 1 I). 

Property Tax Appeal Board 
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From: Bittner, Emily <Emily.Bittner@illinois.gov> 
Date: Wed, Jan 29, 2020 at 9:38 AM 
Subject: RE: [External] Re: Sun-Times request regarding 2011 PTAB case over Trump Tower 
To: Novak, Tim <tnovak@suntimes.com> 
 

Hey Tim – here’s a statement on this, thank you again for your patience.  

  

The administration is determined to get to the bottom of what happened in this situation, and will 
ensure that a thorough investigation is conducted. PTAB should take no action until an 
investigation is complete. In general, it would be entirely inappropriate for a legal decision on a 
property tax appeal to be impacted by any of the conduct alleged in this complaint, including the 
allegations of political motivations improperly driving the decision making.  
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House, Dan 

From: 
Sent: 

Kevin Freeman <klf860@gmail.com> 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 12:27 PM 

Subject: Fwd: [External] Fwd: Sun-Times questions regarding $1 million tax cut for Trump Tower 

FYI 

Sent from my iPad 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Glorioso, Mauro" <Mauro.Glorioso@illinois.gov> 
Date: October 6, 2020 at 12:12:05 PM CDT 
To: Kevin Freeman <klf860@gmail.com> 
Cc: "Glorioso, Mauro" <Mauro.Glorioso@illinois.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] Fwd: Sun-Times questions regarding $1 million tax cut for Trump Tower 

Sure would like to know who the leaker is? He has been calling me to comment. I have been advised 
not to speak to him under any circumstances from my attorney William J Quinlan. (you can mention his 
name to Hynes their families are very close and the fathers had a law firm together) He was my 
attorney at the !G interview last week 

Also did you get my e-mail that my original service date is December 1, 2000 and my 20 year service 
date is December 1, 2020; so that is the magic number. If I can stay till then it would be most 
appreciated. 
I was told by several sources never to retire in the middle of a month but always on the 1st

• If you retire 
in the middle you have a gap in health insurance coverage. 

I would appreciate the consideration from those involved 

Thanks 

Jvf CUM"'o- Jvf. Gwun,o-

Mauro M. Glorioso, JD 
Executive DirectoriGeneral Counsel 
Propetiy Tax Appeal Board 
W.G. Stratton Office Bldg. 
401 S. Spring St. 
Room402 
Springfield, IL 62706 
(T) 217.782.6076 
(F) 217.557.9429 
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mauro,glQii.Q§Q(a.illinois.g9v 

North Suburban Regional Office 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
9511 W. Harrison St. 
Suite LL-54 
Des Plaines, IL 600 I 6 
(T) 847.294.4398 
(F) 847.294.4799 
v, ww.ptab.i!linois.gov 

From: Kevin Freeman <klf860@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 12:02 PM 
To: Glorioso, Mauro <Mauro.Glorioso@illinois.gov> 
Subject: [External] Fwd: Sun-Times questions regarding $1 million tax cut for Trump Tower 

FYI. l have not responded and have sent to G's office for their thoughts. Will keep you posted. -KLF 

---------- Forwarded message---------
From: Novakt Tim <tnovak@suntimes.com> 
Date: Tue, Oct 6, 2020 at 11:39 AM 
Subject: Re: Sun-Times questions regarding $1 million tax cut for Trump Tower 
To: Kevin Freeman <klf860@gmail.com> 

Mr. Freeman, 

l have been told that Mr. Glorioso plans to resign from PTAB. Is this true? 
Thank you, 
Tim Novak 

Tim Novak 
Reporter I Metro Desk 

p: {312) 321-2891 m: (312) 307-7767 
e: tnovak@suntimes.com 
chicago.suntimes.com 
30 N. Racine Ave. Suite 300 Chicago, Illinois 60607 

We're America's Hardest-Working Paper. See Why. 

On Sat, Sep 26, 2020 at 10:57 AM Kevin Freeman <klf860@gmail.com> wrote: 

Ah yes, that's because we want a regular check point to either discuss and decide the case once the 
investigation is complete or continue if it is not. 

Sent from my iPhone 

2 
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On Sep 26, 2020, at 6:49 AM, Novak, Tim <tnovak@suntimes.com> wrote: 

'flia11k: you, Mr. F1 eema11. 

I now understand the board's position on the Trump Tower appeal, but I'm confused 
why the staff would keep placing it on the agenda. 

Best, 
Tim Novak 

Tim Novak 
Reporter I Metro Desk 

p: (312) 321-2891 m: (312} 307-7767 
e: tnovak@suntimes.com 
chicago.suntimes.com 
30 N. Racine Ave. Suite 300 Chicago, Illinois 60607 

We're America's Hardest-Working Paper. See Whv.. 

We're America's Hcm:lest-Working Paper. See Why. 

On Sat, Sep 26, 2020 at 6:15 AM Kevin Freeman <klf860@gmail.com> wrote: 

Mr Novak: 

Apologies for the delay, but I just received your voicemail(s) at my office 
number. Unfortunately our VM notification system wasn't working and given that 1 
am working remotely, all of my calls are via my cell or on Microsoft Teams. 

In any case, PTAB has decided that the best course of action is to continue the case 
until the OElG has completed its investigation and the board has not, and will not, 
discuss the merits of the case until such time. 

Regarding the OEIG investigation itself, please understand that I am not at liberty to 
discuss a pending investigation. 

Thank you. 

3 
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Regards, 

Kevin Freeman 

On Fri, Sep 25, 2020 at 12:28 PM Novak, Tim <tnovak@suntimes.com> wrote: 

Good afternoon, Mr. Freeman. 

I am inquiring about the 2011 property tax assessment appeal on Trump Tower, 
which has been on the PTAB board1s agenda several times this year, only to be 
postponed or tabled to a later meeting. 

Earlier this year, the governor's office had advised PTAB not to take action on the 
Trump appeal while the OEIG and the governor were investigating allegations that 
PTAB's executive director was advocating for a reduction that would lead to a $1 
million refund for President Trump. 

I have a few questions. 

Why has the PTAB board repeatedly tabled action on the 2011 appeal for Trump 
Tower? Is it because of the inquiries from OEIG and the governor's office? 

The OIEG had directed Steven Waggoner to investigate the anonymous complaint 
and report back to the OEIG by Feb. 17, 2020. Has Mr. Waggoner done that? What 
were the results of his findings? 

Have you discussed the Trump Tower appeal with the governor's office? 

PTAB's original administrative law judge, Simeon Nockov, recommended that the 
PTAB uphold the 2011 assessment on Trump Tower, denying any financial relief. Mr. 
Nockov's recommendation has apparently been discarded as the PTB staff is urging 
the board to grant the assessment reduction sought by Trump Tower's original 
attorney Alderman Edward M. Burke, which would result in a refund of more than $1 
million. Why did PTAB staff reject Mr. Nockov's recommendation? Why did PTAB 
staff side with the appraisal provided by Burke's law firm? 

I would like to talk with you about this case prior to publication of a story in the Sun­
Times. 

You may reach me on my cell phone, 312-307-7767, or through my email at 
tnovak@suntimes.com. 

Thank you, 
Tim Novak 

I i 
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10 ~- ' _,.._._ '""'~'"~ ,. Tim Novak 
Reporter I Metro Desk 

l0!0i p: {312} 321-2891 m: (312) 307-7767 
e: tnovak®suntimes.com .. 
chicago.suntimes.com 
30 N. Racine Ave. Suite 300 Chicago, Hlinois 60607 

We're America's Hardest-Working Paper. See Wh)l. 

We're America's Hardest-Working Paper. See Why. 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is 
confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information 
or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. 
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender 
immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all 
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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House, Dan 

From: Nockov, Simeon 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 12:36 PM 

Cc: Egan, David 
Subject: RE: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) (11"'24443) 

Sure! 

Dave, could you reverse it and delete the file please? 

Thanks! 

Simeon 

From: Waggoner, Steve 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 12:20 PM 
To: Nockov, Simeon 
Cc: Egan, David 
Subject: RE: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) (11-24443) 

Simeon, 

Let's not transfer this to the July folder until I have had a chance to review with Mauro and see how he wants to proceed 
with this. 

Thanks. 

smw 

From: Nockov, Simeon 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 12:14 PM 
To: Waggoner, Steve <STEVE.WAGGONER@illinois.gov> 
Cc: Patti, Katherine <KATHERlNE.PATTl@lllinois.gov> 
Subject: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) 

Hi Steve, 

Attached is the Trump Tower decisron wrth a full reduction to the appraisal value, per your request. Since I am leaving 
shortly, I did the decision date and moved the file into the July board meeting folder. 

Have a great weekend! 

Simeon 

Simeon Nockov JD, LL.M. 
Administrative Law Judge 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
847.294.4218 
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State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 

attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 

communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication 

in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 

product privilege, o; any other exemption from disclosure. 
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House, Dan 

from: 

Sent;-- .... 
To; 
Subject: 

Mauro, 

FYI. 

smw 

From: Waggoner, Steve 

Waggoner, Steve 

Friday, June 29, 2018 12:22 PM 

----;G~lo~r;:;.io~s;;o;-, -riMr;;a:;-;uiro:;-----~----------·········· •··········-·······•···-· 

FW: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) (11-24443) 

Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 12:20 PM 

To: Nockov, Simeon 

Cc: David.Egan@1llinois.gov 

Subject: RE: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) (11-24443) 

Simeon, 

Let's not transfer this to the July folder until I have had a chance to review with Mauro and see how he wants to proceed 

with this. 

Thanks. 

smw 

from: Nockov, Simeon 

Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 12:14 PM 

To: Waggoner, Steve <STEVE.WAGGONER@lllinois.gov> 

Cc: Patti, Katherine <KATHERINE.PATTl@lllinois.gov> 

Subject: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) 

Hi Steve, 
I 

Attached is the Trump Tower decision with a full reduction to the appraisal value, per your request. Since I am leaving 

shortly, I did the decision date and moved the file into the July board meeting folder. 

Have a great weekend! 

Simeon 

Simeon Nockov JD, Ll.M. 

Administrative Law Judge 

Property Tax Appeal Board 

847.294.4218 
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House, Dan 

from: 

Sent:" 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Mauro, 

FYI. 

Waggoner, Steve 

Friday, June 29, 2018 12:22 PM 
"" -Gforioso, Mauro_" ___ _ 

FW: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) 

2011-24443.docx 

Let me know how you want to proceed with this. (I have not had a chance to read the revised version yet.) 

The Board members may want to review this since this is a high profile property. 

Thanks. 

SMW 

From: Nockov, Simeon 

Sent: Friday, June 29, 2018 12:14 PM 

To: Waggoner, Steve 

Cc: Patti, Katherine 

Subject: 401 North Wabash (Trump Tower) 

Hi Steve, 

Attached is the Trump Tower decision with a full reduction to the appraisal value, per your request. Since I am leaving 

shortly, I did the decision date and moved the file into the July board meeting folder. 

Have a great weekend! 

Simeon 

Simeon Nockov JD, LL.M. 

Administrative Law Judge 

Property Tax Appeal Board 

847.294.4218 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contafned in this communication is confidential, may be 

attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 

communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 

communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication 

in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 

including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 

product privilege, or any other exemption from disdosure. 
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From: 
Sent:­

To: 
Subject: 

Mauro, 

Waggoner, Steve 

.... .InursdaY.J:'!'.!.1rt_~0, 2019 ? .. :24 AM 
Glorioso, Mauro • • • •••• 

Decisions 

Are you good to Iet Trump Tower and the Jackson County power plant decisions go to the Board for consideration at the 

June meetrng? 

Thanks. 

Steven M. Waggoner 

Chief Administrative Law Judge 

Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board 

Wm. G. Stratton Office Building 

401 South Spring Street, Room 402 

Springfield, IL 62706 

217.785.4459 (T} 

217.785.4425 (F) 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 

attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 

communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 

communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication 

in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 

including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 

product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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From: Waggoner, Steve 
Sent: Friday, August 23, 2019 2:51 PM 
To: Glorioso, Mauro <Mauro.Glorioso@illinois.gov> 
Subject: RE: Trump Tower 

Thanks. 

i thought I lost it. 

Have a good weekend. 

Steven M. Waggoner 
Chief Administrative Law Judge 
!Wnois Property Tax Appeal Board 
Wm. G. Stratton Office Building 
401 South Spring Street, Room 402 
Springfield, IL 62706 

217.785.4459 (T) 
217.785.4425 (F) 

from: Glorioso, Mauro 
Sent: Friday, August 23, 2019 2:50 PM 
To: Waggoner, Steve <STEVE.WAGGONER@lllinois.gov> 
Subject: RE: Trump Tower 

Not yet, still reviewing for edits 

Mauro M. Glorioso 

Mauro M. Glorioso, JD 
Executive Director /General Counsel 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
W.G. Stratton Office Bldg. 
401 S. Spring St. 
Room 402 
Springfield, IL 62706 
(T) 217. 785.4439 
(F) 217.557.9429 
mauro.glorioso@illinois.gov 

North Suburban Regional Office 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
9511 W. Harrison St. 
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Suite LL-54 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(T} 847.294.4121 

(F) 847.294.4799 

... .,.w,ww.ptab.illinois.gov 

from: Waggoner, Steve 

Sent: Friday, August 23, 2019 2:38 PM 

To: Glorioso, Mauro <Mauro.Glorioso@illinois.gov> 

Subject: Trump Tower 

Mauro, 

Did you send me Trump Tower with your edits. 

If so, I think I deleted it or misfiled it in e-mail folders. 

Thanks. 

Steven M. Waggoner 

Chief Administrative Law Judge 

Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board 

Wm. G. Stratton Office Building 

401 South Spring Street, Room 402 

Springfield, IL 62706 

217.785.4459 (T) 

217.785.4425 (F) 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 

attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 

communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 

communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication 

in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 

including atl attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 

product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 

3 



FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 3
/5

/2
02

1 
5:

05
 P

M
   

20
21

L0
00

09
0

A121

130137

SUBMITTED - 24905537 - Luc Moisan - 10/23/2023 4:05 PM

130137

SUBMITTED - 27130743 - Luc Moisan - 4/16/2024 11:41 AM

from: Waggoner, Steve 

.... Sent. ........... _________ T~u:!::e:::.s:::::da~y:t.., ~November 12, 2019 2:12 PM 

To: Glorioso, Mauro ··---------

Subject: RE: Trump Tower 

follow Up flag: 

flag Status: 

Okay. 

! will make the changes. 

Thanks. 

Steven M. Waggoner 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Chief Administrative Law Judge 

Illinois Property Tax Appeal Board 

Wm. G. Stratton Office Building 

401 South Spring Street, Room 402 

Springfield, IL 62706 

217. 785.4459 (T) 

217.785.4425 (F) 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 

attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 

communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 

communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication 

in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 

including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 

product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 

From: Glorioso, Mauro 

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 20191:58 PM 

To: Waggoner, Steve 

Cc: Gtorioso, Mauro 

Subject: Trump Tower 

Steve~please find attached the edited version of the 1;rump Tower case. Some of the edits were merely to tone down 

some of the criticisms of Murphy as it appears you beat him up enough. 

I find your decision to be weH-written and welt-reasoned, comprehensive and to the point. 

! further agree with your written conclusion of value. 
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Thank you 

Mauro M. Glorioso 

Mauro M. Glorioso, JD 
Executive Director/General Counsel 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
W .G. Stratton Office Bldg. 
401 S. Spring St. 
Room 402 
Springfield, ll 62706 
(T) 217.785.4439 
( F) 217.SS 7 .9429 
mauro.gforios_o@illinois.gov 

North Suburban Regional Office 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
9511 W. Harrison St. 
Suite LL-54 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
(T} 847.294.4121 
(F) 847.294.4799 
www .pta b. illinois.gov 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Thanks 

Mauro M. Glorioso 

Mauro M. Glorioso, JD 
Chairman 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
W.G. Stratton Office Bldg. 
401 S. Spring St. 
Room 402 
Springfield, IL 62706 
(T) 217.785.4439 
(F) 217.557.9429 
mauro.glorioso@illinois.gov 

North Suburban Regional Office 
Property Tax Appeal Board 
9511 W. Harrison St. 
Suite LL-54 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
(T) 847.294.4121 
{F) 847.294.4799 
www.ptab.illinois.gov 

From: Glorioso, Mauro <Mauro.Glorioso@illinois.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, February 8, 2020 2:18 PM 
To: Glorioso, Mauro <Mauro.Glorioso@illinois.gov> 
Subject PTAB Docket No. 11-24443-C-3 

Bullet points for press release/letter of support for staff by board of directors 

-Each decision is decided on its own merits without respect to parties or property 
., 
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-Once case is heard and a decision drafted it is reviewed by other hearing officers 

-In larger cases, C-3/1-3, the case is reviewed by Chief Hearing Officer and other hearing officers with similar 

experience 
-In this case, the recommended decision was reviewed by the Chief Hearing Officer and three other hearing 

..... "officers that have written similar decisions 

-There was no directive issued by the Executive Director to have a certain result 

-There was no political bias on the part of the Executive Director or the Chief Hearing Officer 

-The recommended decision is before the board of directors and does not become a decision of the PTAB 

unless and until a majority vote occurs 

-The final decision is the board's decision not the staff, the Chief Hearing Officer or the Executive Director. 

-The decision is based solely on the merits, the evidence and testimony of the parties 

-The only testimony was by the appellant's appraisal witness based upon his appraisal which was in evidence. 

-The board of review provided no witness and no appraisal and there were no intervening parties 

-The appellant requested a reduction to the appraised value based upon the evidence and testimony 

presented and due to the fact the appraised value nearly doubled in one year in the same triennial. 

-Prior to becoming a final decision by the board an anonymous complaint was initiated stating staff members, 

particularly the Executive Director and the Chief Hearing Officer sought a desired result based upon political 

bias 
-We have reviewed the complaint and find it to be without merit, lacking in factual material and making 

assumptions that were clearly erroneous. 

-We stand behind our Executive Director and Chief Hearing Officer who have 20 years and 33 years experience 

respectively and have never been the subject of a complaint. 

-We find that in the course of our many years combined as board members to never have had any such 

concerns about these two individuals 
-We find their professionalism and integrity and reputation to be beyond reproach. 

-We do this in order to support these two individuals and to assist in restoring their good names and 

reputations. 

Signed/Board of Directors/Date 

Mauro M. Glorioso 

Mauro M. Glorioso, JD 
Chairman 
Property Tax Appeal Board 

W.G. Stratton Office Bldg. 

401 S. Spring St. 
Room 402 
Springfield, IL 62706 
(T) 217.785.4439 
(F) 217.557.9429 
mauro.glorioso@illinois.gov 

North Suburban Regional Office 
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