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Rule 64
CANON 4

A Judge May Engage in Activities to Improve the Law,
the Legal System, and the Administration of Justice

A judge, subject to the proper performance of his or her judicial duties, may engage in the
following law-related activities, if in doing so the judge does not cast doubt on his or her
capacity to decide impartially any issue that may come before him or her.

A. A judge may speak, write, lecture, teach (with the approval of the judge’s supervising,
presiding, or chief judge), and participate in other activities concerning the law, the legal system,
and the administration of justice.

B. A judge may appear at a public hearing before an executive or legislative body or official
on matters concerning the law, the legal system, and the administration of justice, and he or she
may otherwise consult with an executive or legislative body or official, but only on matters
concerning the administration of justice.

C. A judge may serve as a member, officer, or director of a bar association, governmental
agency, or other organization devoted to the improvement of the law, the legal system, or the
administration of justice. He or she may assist such an organization in planning fund-raising
activities; may participate in the management and investment of the organization’s funds; and
may appear at, participate in, and allow his or her title to be used in connection with a fund-
raising event for the organization. Under no circumstances, however, shall a judge engage in
direct, personal solicitation of funds on the organization’s behalf. Inclusion of a judge’s name on
written materials used by the organization for fund-raising purposes is permissible under this rule
so long as the materials do not purport to be from the judge and list only the judge’s name, office
or other position in the organization and, if comparable designations are listed for other persons
holding a similar position, the judge’s judicial title.

D. A judge may make recommendations to public and private fund-granting agencies on
projects and programs concerning the law, the legal system, and the administration of justice.

Adopted December 2, 1986, effective January 1, 1987; amended June 4, 1991, effective August 1,
1991; Committee Commentary amended October 15, 1993, effective immediately; amended
September 30, 2002, effective immediately; amended May 24, 2006, effective immediately;
Committee Commentary amended Dec. 19, 2014, eff. immediately.

Committee Commentary

A judge may serve on a committee that includes other judges, attorneys and members of the
community for the purpose of developing programs or initiatives aimed at improving the
outcomes for juveniles involved in the juvenile court system, or adults in the criminal court
system. Such programs may include diversion, restorative justice and problem-solving court
programs, among others.

This canon regulates the permissible scope of a judicial officer’s law-related activities. As a

judicial officer and person specially learned in the law, a judge is in a unique position to
contribute to the improvement of the law, the legal system, and the administration of justice,


http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/files/052406.pdf/amendment
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/files/121914.pdf/amendment

including revision of substantive and procedural law and improvement of criminal and juvenile
justice. To the extent that the judge’s time permits, he or she is encouraged to do so through
appropriate channels.

Extrajudicial activities are governed by Canon 5.

For the distinction between those organizations devoted to the improvement of the law, the
legal system, and the administration of justice referred to in paragraph C and other civic or
charitable organizations, see Thode at page 76.
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