
22.19 Definition Of Obstructing Justice 
 

 A person commits the offense of obstructing justice when, with intent to [(prevent the 
apprehension) (obstruct the prosecution) (obstruct the defense)] of any person, he knowingly 
 
 [1] [(destroys) (alters) (conceals) (disguises)] physical evidence. 
 

 
[or] 

  
[2] [(plants false evidence) (furnishes false information)]. 

 
 

[or] 
  

[3] induces a witness, having knowledge of the subject at issue, to [(leave the State) 
(conceal himself)]. 

 
Committee Note 

 
 720 ILCS 5/31-4(a) and (b) (West, 1999) (formerly Ill.Rev.Stat. ch. 38, §31-4(a) and (b) 
(1991)). 
 
 Give Instruction 22.20. 
 
 The materiality of the witness' knowledge under paragraph [3] is a question of law for the 
court. People v. Powell, 160 Ill.App.3d 689, 513 N.E.2d 1162, 112 Ill.Dec. 553 (5th Dist.1987). 
 
 Use applicable paragraphs and bracketed material. 
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