
STA TE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTY-FIRST CIRCUIT 

KANKAKEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ADMlNISTRATLVE ORDER 2020-15. 

WHEREAS, the Judges of the 21st Judicial Circuit have been moniLorb1g and responding to the 
COVlD-19 pandemic. This is an ever-changing s ituation with daily. if not hourly updates. TI1e Il linois 
Supreme Court recommends that courts follow the CDC's directives to avoid large gatherings and practice 
·'social distancing." 

TI1e Illinois Supreme Court has advised all courts Urnt non-essential in-person court proceedings 
may pose a risk lo participants, court staff, or the public. Courts may avoid risk by n,,scheduling court 
event.~ to a later date, especially j ury trials and large docket calls, or, allernatively, by hold ing proceedings 
via telephone or video remote appearance where possible. 

Furt:hermore, essential proceedings, such as crim inal proceedings, j uvenilc temporary custody 
hearings, temporary restra ining 0rdersltemporary injunctions, juvenile detenrion hearings, fam fly violence 
protective orders, and certain mental health proceedings, shall occur in a manner consistent with the policy 
of mi1igating U1e impact of COVID.-19, Wh ile keeping the courts avai lable to tl1c fullest extent. all 
proceedings must be consistent with public safety as well as·any furtber policy directives from the Supreme 
Court and the local chief j udge, as well as federal, state, and loca l public healih advisories, 

As a result of, and consistent with 1he recommendations of the Illinois Supreme Court, many oftJ1e 
civil and criminal cases in the 21st Judicial C ircuit, consisting of Iroquois and Kankakee Counties, will be 
postponed umil no sooner than May 18. 2020. 

• No j ury trials in civil or criminal maners will begin until May 18, 2020. 

• For all adult criminal cases, lelony, misdemeanor, and traJlic, most trials and hearings scheduled 
for a date before May 18, 2020, are postponed ro a future date. Hearings that will proceed prior 10 

May 18, 2020, include bai l hearings, arraignments, preliminary hearings, initia l and second-look 
bail hearings, s1mu1ory summary suspension hearings, victim orders of protection, emergency 
motions, med ical recognizance hearings,juvenile detention hearings, shelter care hearings, menta l 
he.alth hearings, bond reduction motions. continuation of subpoenas, proceedings involving in 
custody defendants, and Samrday/Holiday morning bond call hearings. 

• In add ition. until May 18, 2020, low-risk and medium-risk adults on probation do not need to meet 
with their prob.ation otlicer in person. ·rrobation officers have contacted clients to inform 1hem that 
they will schedule mootings 10 be held by phone conversation, Clients deemed hig.b-risk Wi ll still 
be required to report to their probation officers in person, 

• for del inquency and criminal proceedings involving juveni les, the on ly matters that will occur 
pdorMay 18, 2020, arejuvenil~s in custody.and detention hearings that determine ifajuvenjle is 
held i.n cusrody while the case is pend ing. 



• Judges will ltear cases of ch ild abuse or newect in which the siate seeks pro1ec1 ive custody of a 
child, and judges wi ll hear emergency motions in which ch ildren are allegedly abused in foster 
.care. 

• For domestic violence matters, peti6oners may seek orders of protection at any time. Litigants may 
also seek an order of protection related to an exis1ing civi l domestic relations case (such as 
dissolution of marriage). 

• For the period of time prior to May 18, 2020, all civil matters not deemed an emergency are 
postponed to a future date. Emergency n;quesls in civil mauers will be permitted if allowed by the 
presidiogjudge. 

• No orders for aJ1 eviction or foreclosure will be entered prior to May 18, 2020. 

• Civil lawsuits may st ill be tiled in person or via eleclronic filing. 

• Marriages wil I noL be performed a1 the courthouse unlil farther notice. 

• All cou11house tours. teen court. mock tria ls or other public events, scheduled between now and 
Friday, May 15th are canceled. funire tours 011\y be scheduled through the Circu it Clerk. 

• Some Courtrooms have standing orders governing their cases. 

The following individuals sb01dd not enler the cour1house: 

o TI1ose who have been out of the country within the last 21 days 
o Reside or have close contact with anyone who has been out of the Un ited States within the 

last 2 1 days; 
o Have been directed with, or have had close contact with anyone diagnosed with, COVID-

19, or 
o Have flu-like symptoms including fever, cough or shortness of breath 

for further information on court dates for Kankakee County, comact your attorney, public defonder, or 
Circuit Clcrkai (815) 936-5700, Ext. -/1 1 for criminal and civil cases or Ext #2 for traffic cases. Please 
update your currenl address for notifica1ion or future coun dates. Check Counview 
(http://eaccess.k3county.net/eservices/) for updates 11f court bearings. 

For further infomiation on court dates for Iroquois County, contact your attomey, public defender or 
Circuit Clerk at (& 15) 432-6950 for criminal and civiJ cases and please call (8 15) 432-6952 for lnrffic 
cases. Please update you.- current address for notification of future coun dales. Check JUD.ICI.COM for 
updates of court hearings, 

This order supersedes the Cou,t's previously entered Administrative Orders 2020-5, 2020-6 and 2020-8. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

Dated: Apri l 3, 2020 

MICHAEL D. KRAMER 
Chief Judge 


