JUSTICE AND MENTAL HEALTH
PILOT PROGRAM FACT SHEET

“Because the justice system plays such a major role in responding to Serious Mental
lliness (SMI) and Substance Use Disorder (SUD), the state courts of our nation play a vital
role in leading change. State courts are most often the primary referral source for
treatment, as individuals suffering from SMI or SUD get swept into the justice system.”
Joint Statement of Commitment to Continuing Cooperation (SAMHSA-CCJ-COSCA)

WHAT e o WHERE
v"New court initiative from AOIC & i\i‘i‘?i\—» 17th Judicial Circuit
the lllinois Supreme Court Mental J-ln-‘_\
Health Task Force — Circuit Court of Cook
v Funded through a Bureau of S (LR G
Justice Assistance JMHCP grant
v Court & behavioral health cross- \\
system liaison \\i/

m
\‘ rd e o . .
v Pilots run January — December 2023 ‘!ﬁ-__' 3" Judicial Circuit

[ ‘,
v’ Evaluation by National Center for <!=--)\A ord Judicial Cireuit
State Courts \t' &!%

WHO GOALS

] Decrease Risk of Justice
System Involvement

/7\/
@ Alncrease Engagement with

Treatment and Community
— Services

OBJECTIVES

—/
‘I‘ 4t Judicial Circuit

/ Mental Health

Increase Screening of Court-
Involved Individuals with
Behavioral Health Concerns

Co-Occurring Court
SuUD / Involvement

Increase Access to Short-Term
Case Management Services

CONTACT .

Scott Block, Statewide Behavioral Health Administrator

B A Administrative Office of the lllinois Courts
222 North Lasalle Street, 13t Floor, Chicago, IL 60601

R Feap et Ice A oS sblock@illinoiscourts.gov 312.793.1876

2\ S
“7»¥National Center for State Courts



https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/statements/2021/joint-statement-commitment-continuing-cooperation
https://bja.ojp.gov/program/justice-and-mental-health-collaboration-program-jmhcp/overview
mailto:sblock@illinoiscourts.gov

Court-Behavioral Health
Liaisons

What is a Court-
) Behavioral
" Health Liaison?

4
v' Provide a confidential, non-judgmental space to
LIAISONS learn about clients’ needs
PN v’ Utilize validated screening tools and evidence-

based interventions to build trust and rapport

D@ 2zt i v' Provide linkages to community-based services
. . d treatment
D@ Provide legal advice and treavmen

or advocacy v Educate clients on the court process, and help
them find resources to ensure appearance

. / - . . .
without a release OFFejr on-site, telephone, and virtual meeting
options

i Provide direct

Share information

services
) ) This project is supported by Grant Number 15PBJA-21-
D@ Meet with clients GG-03989-MENT, awarded under the BJA FY 21 Justice
in holding and Mental Health Collaboration Program Solicitation.

Views do not necessarily represent those of the BJA.

For More Information
o —o

Scott Block, Statewide Behavioral Health Administrator
B A Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts
222 North Lasalle Street, 13t Floor, Chicago, IL 60601

S Dapartment of Jastice. sblock@illinoiscourts.qov 312.793.1876 Naviettal Center for State Courts
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