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Alison Stankus, J.D., MSW, Chair
Assistant Public Guardian,/Juvenile Division Training Coordinator
Office of the Cook County Public Guardian
2245 W. Ogden Avenue, 4" Floor | Chicago, IL. 60612
June 30, 2028 (Chair) | June 30, 2030 (Member)

Hon. Anna Benjamin, Vice-Chair
Associate Judge, Sixth Judicial Circuit
101 E. Main Street | Urbana, IL 60801
June 30, 2026 (Vice-Chair) | June 30, 2027 (Member)

Susan Barker

Deputy General Counsel

Department of Children & Family Services
406 E. Monroe Street, Station #71
Springfield, IL 62701

June 30, 2027

Anne D. Bartolo

Attorney at Law

416 Main Street, Suite 409
Peoria, IL 61602

June 30, 2026

Andrew Bequette

Attorney at Law

Bequette Law Office, P.C.

508 S. Broadway, Urbana, IL. 61801
401 S. Main, Tuscola, IL. 61953
June 30, 2027

Kent Dean

Attorney at Law/Assistant Public Defender
Adams County Public Defender’s Office
512 Vermont

Quincy, 1L 62301

June 30, 2026

Kathryn Gordon

Assistant Public Defender

Office of the Lake County Public Defender
24647 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Vernon Hills, IL 60061

June 30, 2026

Sarah Hawkins

Director, Domestic Relations Division
Office of the Cook County Guardian
69 W. Washington Street, S#700
Chicago, IL 60602

June 30, 2028

Hon. Kimberly D. Lewis

Circuit Judge

Circuit Court of Cook County
2245 W. Ogden Avenue, Rm. H
Chicago, IL 60612

June 30, 2028

Hon. Amy L. McFarland
Associate Judge

Eleventh Judicial Circuit

104 W. Front Street, Rm 522
Bloomington, IL 61701

June 30, 2026

Alpa J. Patel

Deputy Public Guardian

Office of the Cook County Public Guardian
2245 W. Ogden Avenue

Chicago, IL 60612

June 30, 2026

Hon. Chantelle A. Porter
Circuit Judge

Eighteenth Judicial Circuit
505 N. County Farm Road
Wheaton, IL 60187

June 30, 2027

Tammy Hiler-Welch

Assistant State’s Attorney

McLean County State’s Attorney Office
104 W Front St., Rm. 605

Bloomington, IL 61701

June 30, 2028

Oclober 13, 2025
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Joanna Wells

Clinical Associate Professor
Southern Illinois University
Simmons Law School
Lesar Law Bldg. Rm. 177B
Carbondale, IL 62901

June 30, 2028

Board of Trustee Liaison

Hon. Sandra T. Parga

Circuit Judge

Sixteenth Judicial Circuit

Kane County Judicial Center
37 W 777 IL, Rte. 38, Suite 301
St. Charles, IL 60174

GALE Staff Advisors

Heather Dorsey

Director

Courts, Children & Families Division
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts
3101 Old Jacksonville Road

Springfield, IL. 62704
hdorsey@illinoiscourts.gov

Patti Torchia

Training Specialist

Courts, Children, & Families Division
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts
3101 Old Jacksonville Road

Springfield, IL. 62704
ptorchia@lllinoiscourts.gov

Curriculum, Course & Faculty Planning/
Professional Development Liaison

Holly Lemons

Professional Development Manager
AOIC, Judicial College Division
Development Unit

3101 Old Jacksonville Road
Springfield, IL. 62704
hlemons@illinoiscourts.gov

Access to Justice Liaison

Sarah Song

Supervising Senior Program Manager
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts
222 N. LaSalle Street, 13" Floor

Chicago, IL. 60601
ssong@illinoiscourts.gov

(Member seats: 14 | Vacancies: 0)

October 13, 2025
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