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TO FIRST DISTRICT APPELLATE COURT 

 
The Illinois Supreme Court has announced the assignment of Cook County Circuit Judge 
Freddrenna M. Lyle to the First District Appellate Court. Judge Lyle is being assigned to fill the 
vacancy created by the elevation of Justice Joy V. Cunningham to the Supreme Court, effective 
December 1, 2022. The assignment is effective December 2, 2022, and will stay in effect until 
further order of the court. 
 
“I am deeply honored by this assignment and look forward to the new challenges that await me,” 
Judge Lyle said. “As I continue in service to the people of this State, I am mindful that to whom 
much is given, much will be required.” 
 
Judge Lyle was appointed to the bench 2011 as a Judge for the Cook County 2nd Subcircuit and 
in 2016 won election as a full Circuit Judge. She is currently assigned to the Chancery Division, 
Mortgage Foreclosure and Mechanics Lien Section and since 2022 she has served as the 
Supervising Judge for the Surety Section. 
 
Before joining the bench, Judge Lyle served as an Alderman in Chicago’s 6th Ward from 1998 to 
2011 and previously worked in private practice for many years both as a solo practitioner and as 
partner. She also ran a non-for-profit organization which provided youth services to more than 
9000 young people over 12 years. 
 
Judge Lyle earned her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Illinois at Chicago and received 
her Juris Doctor from the UIC School of Law. 
 
Judge Lyle has lectured at Loyola University, Chicago State University, the Chicago City 
Colleges, Robert Morris College, The John Marshall Law School, The Cook County Bar 
Association, the Black Women Lawyers, Chicago Urban League, National Council on Aging, 
National Bar Association, City of Chicago, Donors Forum of Chicago, Kent College of Law, 
Loyola School of Law and others. 
 
Her awards include the ‘C.F. Stradford Award’ from the Cook County State’s Attorney and the 
‘Edward H. Wright Award’ from the Cook County Bar Association.  
 



Her professional associations include the National Bar Association, the Illinois Judges 
Association, the Illinois Judicial Council, and the Cook County Bar Association, where she is a 
past President. Judge Lyle currently sits on the Supreme Court of Illinois Judicial College Board 
of Trustees. 
 
(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Chris Bonjean, Communications Director to 
the Illinois Supreme Court at 312.793.2323 or cbonjean@illinoiscourts.gov.) 


