






d. Once a witness is done testifying, the witness will leave the remote court 
session and should not talk to anyone about his or her testimony until 
after the conclusion of the hearing. 

5. Exhibits and Orders 
a. Exhibits, papers or anything the judge would need to review at a hearing 

must be exchanged between the parties and shared with the Court no 
later than 4:30 p.m. three (3) business days in advance of the court 
proceeding. 

1. Exhibits must be properly labeled. See General Order 4.08. 
11. Parties must be prepared to "Share Screen" each exhibit for 

presentment at the hearing. 
m. Examples of exhibits to be provided to the judge in advance of the 

hearing include documents, photos, print-outs of social media posts 
and print-outs of text messages. When possible, copies of text 
messages or emails should include the electronic timestamps 
showing the date and time of each message as well as the contact 
information of the sender (ie. phone number or email address). 

1v. Non-documentary electronic video evidence or physical media 
(such as video or audio recordings on thumb drives, DVDs, external 
hard drives) shall not be submitted to the court without advanced 
approval. Should a party wish to present non-documentary 
electronic video evidence or physical media, the Court may: 

A. Reschedule a hearing date to the in-person presentation of 
such exhibits; or 

B. Approve such a request directing how the evidence will be 
presented subject to the following standard conditions: 

1. The parties shall submit their electronic video evidence 
or physical evidence to the Circuit Clerk's Office 48 
hours prior to the remote proceeding. 

2. The parties shall include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope for the return of such evidence in the event 
that the evidence is not presented at hearing. 

b. Proposed Orders resulting from remote proceedings shall comply with 
General Order 9 .14 and Local Rule 8, and shall be submitted with the 
following details: 

1. Orders submitted as a result from a previously held remote 
proceeding shall include the filing description of "[Hearing Date] 
Order Resulting from Court." The order shall also state the date of 
the hearing the orders results from. 

11. Agreed Orders shall include the filing description of "Agreed 
Order'. 
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c. Proposed Orders shall be submitted or delivered through eFileIL, as 
separate documents in the same e-filing envelope, unless e-filing is not 
available for the case type. 

1. Those in Winnebago County will receive notice that the filing is 
rejected, but forwarded to the judge. 

ii. Filers in Boone County will receive a note that they are received but 
not file stamped. 

m. The court may request additional courtesy copies to be submitted 
via email or hand-delivery on a case by case basis. 

d. In the event e-filing is not available for the case type, papers shall be 
delivered to the Court Administration Office or by any other means 
ordered by the presiding judge. 

e. The Circuit Clerk's Offices have e-filing kiosks available to e-file 
documents. In the event there is an e-filing Waiver on file , the Circuit 
Clerk's Office shall accept the document(s) and submit on the filer ' s 
behalf. 

6. Recording the Hearing 
There are prohibitions against photographing, recording, and 
rebroadcasting of court proceedings (See General Order 1.09) and 
violation of these prohibitions constitutes contempt of court. Recording 
the proceeding is not allowed by anyone except the Official Court 
Reporter or the approved recording system. A transcript of the 
proceedings may be requested by completing and submitting a Transcript 
Request Form. 

7. Interpreters 
Interpreters shall be requested pursuant to Local Rule 2.16. The Interpreter 
Request Form is available on the 17th Circuit's website. The court hearing 
Meeting ID should be included in the request. 

F. Public Access to Proceedings 
1. Proceedings that are publicly accessible will continue to be publicly accessible; 

however, spectators should not use remote appearances by Zoom as outlined in 
this rule. Judges will make reasonable efforts to allow public viewing of public 
court proceeding through any of the below means: 

a. Proceedings may be publicly accessible by attending the physical 
courtroom, or 

b. Proceedings may be publicly accessible through a livestream accessible 
from the 17th Circuit's website. 

2. Should a physical courtroom be inaccessible, public proceedings will be live 
streamed online or in exceptional circumstances when live streaming cannot be 
facilitated the judge may permit spectators/observers to appear remotely. 
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G. How to Get Help Appearing Remotely 
Assistance is available at https://ilcourts.info/AllRemoteCourtResources 
for remote court resources, including written instructions and short videos on how 
to Zoom from a computer and mobile device. 

The 17th Circuit's website contains information helpful to those appearing 
remotely. The Circuit Clerk' s Office and the Legal Self Help Center may also be 
contacted for additional information. The Legal Self Help Centers have limited 
computer technology to help individuals with remote appearances. 

Boone County Circuit Clerk' s Office phone - 815-544-0371 

Winnebago County Circuit Clerk Office phone - 815-319-4300 

H. Communication I Publication 

To ensure persons desiring to appear remotely are informed, this Rule shall be 
maintained on the 17th Circuit's website and shall be posted in each Circuit 
Clerk' s Office. 

This Rule and any amendments will be shared with justice partners, law 
enforcement agencies, government stakeholders, community organizations, bar 
associations and the Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts. 
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