M.R. 3140

IN THE
SUPREME COURT
OF
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Order entered October 15, 2026.
(Deleted material is struck through, and new material is underscored.)

Effective immediately, Illinois Supreme Court Rules 307, 660, 753, and 10-101 are amended, as
follows.

Amended Rule 307

Rule 307. Interlocutory Appeals as of Right

(a) Orders Appealable; Time. An appeal may be taken to the Appellate Court from an
interlocutory order of court:

(1) granting, modifying, refusing, dissolving, or refusing to dissolve or modify an
injunction;
(2) appointing or refusing to appoint a receiver or sequestrator;

(3) giving or refusing to give other or further powers or property to a receiver or
sequestrator already appointed;

(4) placing or refusing to place a mortgagee in possession of mortgaged premises;

(5) appointing or refusing to appoint a receiver, liquidator, rehabilitator, or other similar
officer for a bank, savings and loan association, currency exchange, insurance company, or
other financial institution, or granting or refusing to grant custody of the institution or requiring
turnover of any of its assets;

(6) terminating parental rights or granting, denying or revoking temporary commitment in
adoption proceedings commenced pursuant to section 5 of the Adoption Act (750 ILCS 50/5);

(7) determining issues raised in proceedings to exercise the right of eminent domain under
section 20-5-10 of the Eminent Domain Act, but the procedure for appeal and stay shall be as
provided in that section;:

(8) granting or denying a petition under 705 ILCS 405/5-805, wherein the State seeks to
have a minor’s petition for adjudication dismissed and the minor tried under the criminal laws
of the state of Illinois, but the procedure for appeal shall be as provided in Rule 660A, and the
procedure for identifying minors shall be as provided in Rule 660(c).

Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (d), the appeal must be perfected within 30 days from
the entry of the interlocutory order by filing a notice of appeal designated “Notice of Interlocutory
Appeal” conforming substantially to the notice of appeal in other cases. A Rule 328 supporting
record must be filed in the Appellate Court within the same 30 days unless the time for filing the
Rule 328 supporting record is extended by the Appellate Court or any judge thereof. A Rule 328
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supporting record shall not be filed in cases arising under the Juvenile Court Act where an order
terminating parental rights has been entered. In those cases, a Rule 323 record shall be filed.

(b) Motion to Vacate. If an interlocutory order is entered on ex parte application, the party
intending to take an appeal therefrom shall first present, on notice, a motion to the trial court to
vacate the order. An appeal may be taken if the motion is denied, or if the court does not act thereon
within 7 days after its presentation. The 30 days allowed for taking an appeal and filing the Rule
328 supporting record begins to run from the day the motion is denied or from the last day for
action thereon.

(¢) Time for Briefs. Unless the Appellate Court orders a different schedule or orders that no
briefs be filed, the schedule for filing briefs shall be as follows: The brief of appellant shall be filed
in the Appellate Court, with proof of service, within 7 days from the filing of the Rule 328
supporting record. Within 7 days from the date appellant’s brief is filed, the appellee shall file his
brief and any supplemental Rule 328 supporting record in the Appellate Court with proof of
service. Within 7 days from the date appellee’s brief is filed, appellant may serve and file a reply
brief. The briefs shall otherwise conform to the requirements of Rules 341 through 344.

(d) Appeals of Temporary Restraining Orders; Time; Memoranda.

(1) Petition, Service; Record. Unless another form is ordered by the Appellate Court,
review of the granting or denial of a temporary restraining order or an order modifying,
dissolving, or refusing to dissolve or modify a temporary restraining order as authorized in
paragraph (a) shall be by petition filed in the Appellate Court, but notice of interlocutory appeal
as provided in paragraph (a) shall also be filed in the circuit court, within the same time for
filing the petition. The petition shall state the relief requested and the grounds for the relief
requested, and shall be filed in the Appellate Court, with proof of personal or e-mail service as
provided in Rule 11, within two days of the entry or denial of the order from which review is
being sought. An appropriate supporting record shall accompany the petition, which shall
include the notice of interlocutory appeal, the temporary restraining order or the proposed
temporary restraining order, the complaint, the motion requesting the granting of the temporary
restraining order, and any supporting documents or matters of record necessary to the petition.
The supporting record must be authenticated by the certificate of the clerk of the trial court or
by the affidavit of the attorney or party filing it.

(2) Legal Memoranda. The petitioner may file a memorandum supporting the petition
which shall not exceed 15 pages or, alternatively, 4,500 words and which must also be filed
within two days of the entry of the order that is being appealed under paragraph 1 of this
section. The respondent shall file, with proof of personal or e-mail service as provided in Rule
11, any responding memorandum within two days following the filing of the petition,
supporting record, and any memorandum which must be served upon the respondent personally
or by e-mail. The respondent’s memorandum may not exceed 15 pages or, alternatively, 4,500
words and must also be served upon the petitioner personally or by e-mail.

(3) Replies; Extensions of Time. Except by order of court, no replies will be allowed and
no extension of time will be allowed.

(4) Time for Decision, Oral Argument. After the petitioner has filed the petition,
supporting record, and any memorandum and the time for filing any responding memorandum
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has expired, the Appellate Court shall consider and decide the petition within five business
days thereafter. Oral argument on the petition will not be heard.

(5) Variations by Order of Court. The Appellate Court may, if it deems it appropriate,
order a different schedule, or order that no memoranda be filed, or order the other materials
need not be filed.

Amended October 21, 1969, effective January 1, 1970; amended July 30, 1979, effective October 15,
1979; amended May 28, 1982, effective July 1, 1982; amended November 21, 1988, effective January
1, 1989; amended June 19, 1989, effective August 1, 1989; amended December 17, 1993, effective
February 1, 1994; amended December 1, 1995, effective immediately; amended July 6, 2000, effective
immediately; amended November 27, 2002, effective January 1, 2003; amendment of November 27,
2002, vacated December 31, 2002; amended March 20, 2009, effective immediately; amended February
26, 2010, effective immediately; amended Dec. 9, 2015, eff. Jan. 1, 2016; amended Oct. 6, 2016, eff.
Nov. 1, 2016; amended June 22, 2017, eff. July 1, 2017, amended Sept. 15, 2017, eff. Nov. 1, 2017,
amended Oct. 15, 2026, eff. immediately.

Committee Comments
(Revised 1979)

(Revised October 15. 2026)

This rule replaced former Rule 31, effective January 1, 1964, and in effect until January 1,
1967. That rule supplanted former section 78 of the Civil Practice Act, repealed effective January
1, 1964 (Laws of 1963, p. 2691, §1), section 7 of the 1964 judicial article (now section 6 of new
article VI) having given the Supreme Court power to provide by rule for interlocutory appeals to
the Appellate Court. The word “order” is substituted for “order or decree” throughout the rule,
without change of meaning. (See Rule 2.)

Stays pending appeal are governed by Ruie 305.

Paragraph (a)

Paragraph (a) provides for a designation—"Notice of Interlocutory Appeal”—on the notice of
appeal, and continues the theory that the filing of the notice of appeal and not the filing of a bond
perfects the appeal. The paragraph was amended in 1969 by adding items (5) through (7) to the
list of appealable interlocutory orders. The amendment carries out the policy of covering all
interlocutory appeals in the Supreme Court rules, as contemplated by section 7 of the 1964 judicial
article (now section 6 of new article VI). The procedure provided in the Eminent Domain Act for
appeal and stay in quick-take cases (Ill. Rev. Stat. 1967, ch. 47, par. 2.2(b)) is incorporated by
reference in item (7), in lieu of detailed coverage of these matters in the rules, because of the
peculiar problems in an appeal of this kind and its relationship to the condemnation proceeding as
a whole.

Paragraph (a) was amended in 1979 to reflect changes in Rule 321 that eliminated the
requirement that a praecipe for record be filed.
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Note for subparagraph (8): Due to the unique nature of juvenile cases and the potential
consequences of transferring a minor from juvenile court to adult criminal court, interlocutory
appeal of orders either granting or denying a petition for transfer are to be permitted as a matter of
right. Interlocutory appeals of the nature described in subparagraph (8) arise from delinquency
proceedings under the Juvenile Court Act and should be governed by the provisions of Rule 660A,
which has been incorporated in its entirety by reference herein. The procedure for identifying
minors in such cases should be governed by the provisions of Rule 660(c), which is similarly
incorporated by reference herein.

Paragraph (b)
Paragraph (b) is the same as former Rule 31(2) with slight verbal changes.

Paragraph (¢)

Paragraph (c), establishing the briefing schedule as 7 days for appellant, 7 days for appellee,
and 7 days for the reply brief, all dating from the filing of the record and the filing of the
preceding brief (instead of from the due dates thereof), replaces the schedules in Rule 5 of the
First District Appellate Court and Rule 23 of the other appellate districts (former Uniform
Appellate Court Rule 23). The paragraph gives the court the right to order a different briefing
schedule, or to dispense with briefs altogether. Until 1979, it was generally required that an
abstract of the record or a reproduction of excerpts from the record be filed in the reviewing
court in addition to the record and the briefs. Paragraph (d) provided that where the appellant
elected to file excerpts from the record instead of an abstract the excerpts had to be filed within 7
days after the filing of the reply brief. The rules were amended in 1979 to provide that unless the
Appellate Court orders that an abstract be prepared and filed, all cases will be heard on the
original record and the briefs, the appellant’s brief to include an appendix described in Rule 342.
Appropriate changes were made in Rule 307(c) to reflect this change in the practice.

Amended Rule 660

Rule 660. Appeals in Cases Arising Under the Juvenile Court Act

(a) Delinquent Minors. Appeals from final judgments in delinquent minor proceedings,
except as otherwise specifically provided, shall be governed by the rules applicable to criminal
cases. Appeals from interlocutory orders granting or denying a petition under 705 ILCS 405/5-
803, seeking to have a minor tried under the criminal laws of the state of Illinois, shall be governed
by Rule 307(a)(8).

(b) Other Proceedings. In all other proceedings under the Juvenile Court Act, appeals from
final judgments shall be governed by the rules applicable to civil cases.

(c) All Proceedings. In all appeals filed from proceedings under the Juvenile Court Act, the
minor(s) shall be identified by first name and last initial or by initials only. The preferred method
is first name and last initial. The alternative method of initials only is to be used when, due to an
unusual first name or spelling, the preferred method would create a substantial risk of revealing a
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minor’s identity. The name(s) of the involved minor(s) shall not appear on any documents filed
with the Appellate Court or any subsequent court.

Adopted September 8, 1975, effective October 1, 1975; amended July 1, 1985, effective August I,
1985; amended October 1, 2001, effective immediately; amended Oct. 15, 2026, eff. immediately.

Committee Comments

Rule 660 was added in 1975 to clarify the procedure in appeals from determinations under the
Juvenile Court Act. It provides simply that appeals from determinations in delinquency
proceedings are governed by the rules applicable to appeals in criminal cases, and all other appeals
under the Act are governed by the rules governing appeals in civil cases.

Paragraph (b) was amended in 1985 to delete references to “minors in need of supervision,”
“neglected minors” and “dependent minors,” because of various additions, deletions and changes
in the labels which are now applied to minors who may be adjudicated wards in proceedings before
the circuit court.

Paragraph (c) was added effective October 1, 2001, to help protect the identities of minors.
The amendment requires that their first name and last initial, or their initials only, appear on
documents filed with the Appellate Court or any subsequent court. The requirement covers the
parties’ briefs, motions, and other similar papers. The amendment does not require deletion of
names from the trial court record in preparing the record on appeal, nor does it address the means
by which the Appellate Court or a subsequent court maintains the confidentiality of documents
appearing in the record.

Amended Rule 753

Rule 753. Inquiry, Hearing and Review Boards
(a) Inquiry Board
(1) There shall be an Inquiry Board. It shall consist of members of the bar of Illinois and
nonlawyers appointed by the Commission to serve annual terms as commissioners of the court.
Nonlawyer members shall be appointed to the Board in a ratio of two lawyers for each

nonlawyer. The Commission may appoint as many members of the Board as it deems necessary
to carry on the work of the Board.

(2) The Board shall inquire into and investigate matters referred to it by the Administrator.
The Board may also initiate investigations on its own motion and may refer matters to the
Administrator for investigation.

(3) After investigation and consideration, the Board shall dispose of matters before it by
voting to dismiss the charge, to close an investigation, to file a complaint with the Hearing
Board, or to institute unauthorized practice of law proceedings.

(4) The Board may act in panels. Each panel shall consist of two lawyers and one
nonlawyer as designated by the Commission. The Commission shall designate one of the
members of each panel as chairman. The majority of a panel shall constitute a quorum and the
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concurrence of a majority shall be necessary to a decision.

(b) Filing a Complaint. A disciplinary complaint voted by the Inquiry Board shall be prepared
by the Administrator and filed with the Hearing Board. The complaint shall reasonably inform the
attorney of the acts of misconduct he is alleged to have committed.

(¢) Hearing Board

(1) There shall be a Hearing Board. It shall consist of members of the bar of Illinois and
nonlawyers appointed by the Commission to serve annual terms as commissioners of the court.
Members shall be appointed to the Board in a ratio of two lawyers for each nonlawyer.

(2) The Hearing Board may act in panels of not less than three members each, as designated
by the Commission. The Commission shall also designate one of the lawyer members of each
panel as chairperson. The majority of a panel shall constitute a quorum and the concurrence of
a majority shall be necessary to a decision. In the absence of the chairperson of a panel at a
hearing, the lawyer member present shall serve as acting chairperson.

(3) The hearing panels shall conduct hearings on complaints filed with the Board and on
petitions referred to the Board. The panel shall make findings of fact and conclusions of fact
and law, together with a recommendation for discipline, dismissal of the complaint or petition,
or nondisciplinary disposition. The Hearing Board may order that it will administer a
reprimand to the respondent in lieu of recommending disciplinary action by the court.

(4) The scheduling of matters before the Board shall be in accordance with Commission
rules.

(5) Proceedings before the Board, including discovery practice, shall be in accordance with
the Code of Civil Procedure and the rules of the supreme court as modified by rules
promulgated by the Commission pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 751(a). Information
regarding prior discipline of a respondent will not be divulged to a hearing panel until after
there has been a finding of misconduct, unless that information would be admissible for reasons
other than to show a propensity to commit the misconduct in question.

(6) Except as otherwise expressly provided in these rules, the standard of proof in all
hearings shall be clear and convincing evidence.

(7) In any hearing conducted pursuant to this rule, a final adjudication by another
jurisdiction as defined in Rule 763(b) that the attorney has been disciplined (including
resignation in lieu of discipline or the equivalent) shall conclusively establish the attorney’s
misconduct, unless the attorney establishes in the proceeding that:

(a) the order of the other jurisdiction was not entered,
(b) the order of the other jurisdiction does not apply to the attorney;
(c) the order of the other jurisdiction does not remain in full force and effect;

(d) the procedure resulting in the order of the other jurisdiction was so lacking in notice
or opportunity to be heard as to constitute a deprivation of due process of law; or

(e) the investigative process in the other jurisdiction was not comparable to the
investigative process that would have been conducted in Illinois.

(d) Review of Hearing Board Reports
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(1) Review Board. There shall be a nine-member Review Board which shall be appointed
by the court. Appointments shall be for a term of three years or until a successor is appointed.
Appointments to the Review Board shall be staggered, so that the terms of three members are
scheduled to expire each year. No member shall be appointed for more than three consecutive
three-year terms. One member shall be designated by the court as chairperson and one member
may be designated by the court as vice-chairperson. The Review Board shall function in panels
of three, presided over by the most senior member of the panel. The concurrence of two
members of a panel shall be necessary to a decision.

(2) Exceptions; Agreed Matters. Reports of the Hearing Board shall be docketed with the
Review Board upon the filing of a notice of exceptions by either party. The respondent or the
Administrator may file exceptions to the report of the Hearing Board with the Review Board
within 21 days of the filing of the report in the Commission. If neither the respondent nor the
Administrator files a notice of exceptions to the Hearing Board report, and the report
recommends action by the court, the clerk of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary
Commission shall submit the report of the Hearing Board to the court as an agreed matter.
Upon the submission of any matter as an agreed matter, the clerk of the Commission shall give
notice to the parties of that submission. Within 21 days after submission of the report to the
court, the Administrator shall file a motion to approve and confirm the report of the Hearing
Board. No response to this motion shall be filed unless ordered by the court on its own motion
or pursuant to a motion for leave to respond. Upon receipt of the motion to approve and
confirm, the court may enter a final order as recommended by the Hearing Board or as
otherwise determined by the court, order briefs or oral argument or both, or remand the matter
with directions to the Hearing Board or the Review Board.

(3) Action by the Review Board. The Review Board may approve the findings of the
Hearing Board, may reject or modify such findings as it determines are against the manifest
weight of the evidence, may make such additional findings as are established by clear and
convincing evidence, may approve, reject or modify the recommendations, may remand the
proceeding for further action or may dismiss the proceeding. The Review Board may order
that it will administer a reprimand to the respondent in lieu of recommending disciplinary
action by the court. A copy of the report or order of the Review Board shall be served on the
respondent and the Administrator.

(4) Correcting a Review Board Report. Either party may file a motion to correct the report
of the Review Board, in order to correct any material mistake in the report, such as inaccurate
citations of the record, statutes, rules, cases, or facts. A mistake is material if it is factually and
indisputably incorrect and constitutes an error that is significant enough that it has the capacity
- to_influence the decision-making process or the ultimate outcome of the proceeding. The
parties may not relitigate the issues on appeal or move for reconsideration in the motion.

The motion shall not exceed three pages in length and shall be filed with the Review Board
within seven days of the filing of the report in the Commission. Any response to the motion
shall be due within three days and shall not exceed three pages in length. If an order is entered
allowing the motion, a corrected report will be filed, and a copy will be served on the
respondent and the Administrator. If a motion to correct the report of the Review Board is
filed. the time to file any petition for leave to file exceptions shall be tolled until 35 days after
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the Review Board’s filing of the corrected report in the Commission, or the denial of the motion
to correct the report, consistent with Rule 753(e)(1). Motions to correct the Review Board
report are not favored and will be allowed only in the most compelling circumstances.

Arguments concerning alleged mistakes in the Review Board report that are not identified
in a motion to correct shall be forfeited and shall not be raised in a petition for leave to file
exceptions or other briefs relating to the petition. The Review Board, on its own motion, may
file a corrected report if it becomes aware of a mistake in the report after a petition for leave to
file exceptions has been filed. Any party may file, within five days after the corrected report
has been filed, a motion with the Supreme Court seeking leave to respond to the corrected
report.

(e) Review of Review Board Reports

(1) Petition for Leave to File Exceptions. Reports or orders of the Review Board shall be
reviewed by the court only upon leave granted by the court or upon the court’s own motion.
Either party may petition the court for leave to file exceptions to the order or report of the
Review Board. The petition shall be filed within 35 days of the filing of the order or report in
the Commission. The supreme court, or a justice thereof, on motion supported by affidavit or
verification by certification under section 1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure may extend
the time for petitioning for leave to file exceptions, but such motions are not favored and will
be allowed only in the most extreme and compelling circumstances. (See Rule 361.)

(2) Grounds for Petition for Leave to File Exceptions. Whether a petition for leave to file
exceptions will be granted is a matter of sound judicial discretion. The following, while neither
controlling nor fully measuring the court’s discretion, indicate the character of the reasons
which will be considered; the general importance of the question presented; the existence of a
conflict between the report of the Review Board and prior decisions of the court; and the
existence of a substantial disparity between the discipline recommended and discipline
imposed in similar cases.

(3) Contents of Petition for Leave to File Exceptions. The petition for leave to file
exceptions shall contain, in the following order:

(a) arequest for leave to file exceptions;
(b) a statement of the date upon which the report of the Review Board was filed;
(c) astatement of the points relied upon for rejection of the report of the Review Board;

(d) a fair and accurate statement of the facts, which shall contain the facts necessary to
an understanding of the case, without argument or comment, with appropriate references
to the record by transcript page and exhibit number;

(e) a short argument (including appropriate authorities) stating why review by the
supreme court is warranted and why the decision of the Review Board should be rejected,;
and

(f) a copy of the reports of the Hearing and Review Boards and proposed exceptions
shall be appended to the petition. The petition shall otherwise be prepared, served, and filed
in accordance with requirements for briefs as set forth in Rule 341.

(4) Answer. The opposing party need not but may file an answer, with proof of service,
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within 14 days after the expiration of the time for the filing of the petition. The supreme court,
or a justice thereof, on motion supported by affidavit or verification by certification under
section 1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure may extend the time for filing an answer, but
such motions are not favored and will be allowed only in the most extreme and compelling
circumstances. (See Rule 361.) An answer shall set forth reasons why the petition should not
be granted, and shall conform, to the extent appropriate, to the form specified in this rule for
the petition, omitting the first four items set forth in paragraph (3) except to the extent that
correction of the petition is considered necessary. The answer shall otherwise be prepared,
served, and filed in accordance with the requirements for briefs as set forth in Rule 341. No
reply to the answer shall be filed.

(5) Ruling on Petition.
(a) If the court allows exceptions to an order or report of the Review Board, it may:

(1) enter a final order as recommended by the Review Board or as otherwise
determined by the court;

(ii) enter an order remanding the matter with directions to the Hearing Board or the
Review Board; or

(iii)accept the matter for further consideration.

If the case is accepted for further consideration, the clerk of the Attorney Registration
and Disciplinary Commission shall transmit the record of the case to the court. Either party
may assert error in any ruling, action, conclusion or recommendation of the Review Board
without regard to whether the party filed exceptions. The petition for leave to file
exceptions allowed by the court shall stand as the brief of the appellant. Remaining briefs
shall be prepared, filed, and served in compliance with Rules 341 and 343. The parties shall
not be entitled to oral argument before the court as of right. Oral argument may be
requested in accordance with Rule 352.

(b) If the court denies leave to file exceptions, it may:

(i) enter a final order as recommended by the Review Board or as otherwise
determined by the court; or

(i) enter an order remanding the matter with directions to the Hearing Board or the
Review Board.

(6) Agreed Matters. If a petition for leave to file exceptions is not timely filed and if the
report of the Review Board recommends action by the court, the clerk of the Attorney
Registration and Disciplinary Commission shall submit the report of the Review Board
together with a copy of the report of the Hearing Board to the court as an agreed matter. Upon
the submission of any matter as an agreed matter, the clerk of the Commission shall give notice
to the parties of that submission. Within 21 days after submission of the report to the court, the
Administrator shall file a motion to approve and confirm the report of the Review Board. No
response to this motion shall be filed unless ordered by the court on its own motion or pursuant
to a motion for leave to respond. Upon receipt of the motion to approve and confirm, the court
may enter a final order of discipline as recommended or as otherwise determined by the court,
order briefs or oral argument or both, or remand the matter with directions to the Hearing Board
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or the Review Board.

(7) Finality of Review Board Decision. If exceptions are not filed and the order or report
of the Review Board does not recommend disciplinary action by the court, the order or report
of the Review Board shall be final.

(f) Duty of Respondent or Petitioner. It shall be the duty of the respondent or petitioner who
is the subject of any investigation or proceeding contemplated by these rules to appear at any
hearing at which his presence is required or requested. Failure to comply, without good cause
shown, may be considered as a separate ground for the imposition of discipline or denial of a
petition.

Adopted January 25, 1973, effective February 1, 1973; amended effective May 17, 1973, April 1, 1974,
and May 21, 1975; amended October 1, 1976, effective November 15, 1976; amended August 9, 1983,
effective October 1, 1983; amended July 1, 1985, effective August 1, 1985; amended October 13, 1989,
effective immediately; amended October 16, 1990, effective November 1, 1990; amended May 26,
1993, effective immediately, amended October 15, 1993, effective immediately; amended December
30, 1993, effective January 1, 1994; amended February 2, 1994, effective immediately,; amended
December 1, 1995, effective immediately; amended June 29, 2006, effective September 1, 2006;
amended December 7, 2011, effective immediately; amended Mar. 18, 2016, eff. immediately;
amended Mar. 29, 2024, eff. Apr. 1, 2024; amended Oct. 15, 2026, eff. immediately.

Comment

Paragraph (d) is added to allow the parties to file a motion with the Review Board, following
the issuance of a Review Board Report (Report), to correct any material mistakes in the Report
such as inaccurate citations of the record, rules, cases, or facts, and to allow the Review Board, on
its own motion, to file a corrected report to correct any material mistakes. As set forth in paragraph
(d), a mistake is material if it is factually and indisputably incorrect and constitutes an error that is
significant enough that it has the capacity to influence the decision-making process or the ultimate
outcome of the proceeding. Motions filed pursuant to paragraph (d) shall not relitigate the issues
on appeal or include arguments requesting reconsideration, a rehearing, a remand, or dismissal.

Examples of material mistakes include the following: The Report included an incorrect case
citation or misstated the holding of a case or the sanction imposed; the Report misstated the record
concerning a ruling by the Chairperson of the Hearing Board Panel, such as stating that a motion
had been granted, when it had been denied, or stating that an exhibit had been admitted, when it
had not been admitted: the Report misstated a finding by the Hearing Board, such as stating that
the Hearing Board found the respondent had engaged in all of the charged misconduct, when, in
fact, the Hearing Board found that the respondent had engaged in some, but not all, of the charged
misconduct; the Report misstated a fact, such as stating that the respondent was admitted to
practice in 1990. when the respondent was actually admitted in 1980; or the Report failed to
address a portion of the Hearing Board’s sanction recommendation that was challenged on appeal,
such as the Hearing Board’s recommendation concerning the payment of restitution.
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Amended Rule 10-101

Rule 10-101. Standardized Court Forms

(a) Development of Forms. The Illinois Supreme Court Commission on Access to Justice
shall establish a process to develop and approve standardized, legally sufficient forms for areas of
law and practice where the Commission determines that there is a high volume of self-represented
litigants or that standardized court forms will enhance access to justice or court efficiency. For
purposes of this rule. form means any standardized court form including additional or related
forms, instructions, or other informational materials developed or provided by the Commission.

(b) Approval and Publication. The Commission shall establish a process for publication,
review, and approval of any proposed standardized court form in accordance with the Supreme
Court’s administrative order, M.R. 25401;regarding-standardized-cowrt-forms.

(c) Use b[thlgants and Lawvers Standardized court forms may be used by any litigant or

lawyer-w .Use of a
standard1zed court form isreq u1red only in certain instances, when spemﬁcally mandated by statute
or Supreme Court Rule

(1) Availability of Forms. All clerks and courts must promote and encourage the use of

standardized court forms in English and promote the published instructional material and the
translated versions of the standardized court forms for assistance, by making the most current
version of standardized court forms available to the public—in both electronic and paper
formats as appropriate—by clerks, law libraries, self-help centers, judicial websites, and
through other reasonable methods. Clerks and courts are encouraged to print standardized court
forms for litigants upon request, rather than in bulk, to ensure the most current versions are
used. Standardized court forms can be found on the Illinois Courts’ website at
https://ilcourts.info/forms.

(2) Cost of forms. Forms should be provided at no cost to the litigant. Clerks or courts
may charge for excessive copies beyvond the scope of what is necessary to complete a filing.

(3) Promotion of Forms. Courts and clerk offices and their websites must use the
promotional materials designed and distributed by the [llinois Supreme Court Commission on
Access to Justice to promote standardized court forms to litigants or lawyers.

(4) Acceptance of Forms. All clerks and courts must accept standardized court forms.
Clerks may not reject the filing of any standardized court form solely on the grounds that it is
not the most current version. This does not preclude a judge from requiring the filing of a more
recent version of a standardized court form due to legal sufficiency.

(5) Restrictions. After a standardized court form is published, clerks and courts shall not:
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(1) maintain, create. or disseminate alternate court forms in electronic or paper format
that seek the same legal remedy:

(ii) require, promote, or encourage the use of any other court form that seeks the same
legal remedy;

(i1i) require that a standardized court form be used in a manner that is contrary to its
intended purpose of enhancing access to justice; or

(iv) modify a standardized court form or require a litigant or lawver to use a modified
standardized court form, except as permitted in paragraphs (e) and (f).

(e) Supplementing Orders. A court may supplement a standardized court order as necessary
or appropriate.

(f) Modifyving Forms. No one may digitally alter the underlying statewide standardized court
form. AnyoneA-hitigantertawyer may add additional-material information to a standardized court
form, such as writing in an attorney registration number or clarifying the title of a motion by adding
text, so-as long as the underlying form is not digitally altered. Handwritten or typed strikethroughs
and additions are permitted. Impermissible modifications include, but are not limited to,

(1) electronically changing the form’s text or layout; or

(2) removing or altering portions of the form in a way that is not apparent on the face of

the document.

Adopted Nov. 28, 2012, eff. immediately, amended Mar. 26, 2021, eff. Sept. 1, 2021; amended Oct.
15,2026, eff. immediately.

Committee Comment
(November 28, 2012)
(Revised March 26, 2021)
(Revised October 15, 2026)

(a) This rule and the Court’s accompanying administrative order, M.R. 25401, were adopted
to set out a formal process for the development, review and approval of standardized court forms
for use in the Illinois courts. Utilizing standardized court forms in areas of law and practice where
there is a high volume of self-represented litigants in the Illinois courts will enhance access to
justice for these litigants and at the same time will improve the overall administration of justice.
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(b) An open and inclusive process for the development and improvement of standardized court
forms will be necessary to achieve the goals of this rule.

(c) Standardized court forms can only be effective if they are required to be accepted by all
courts in the state. Technology and assistance that can make forms more user-friendly and
accessible for people without lawyers and allow for necessary translations into other languages
and formats cannot be efficiently provided if courts modify standardized forms or develop local
forms that seek the same remedy. There may be different versions of a standardized court form as
standardized forms are updated over time. A list of currently published forms, including mandatory

use forms, can be found at https:/ilcourts.info/current-forms.there-are-nmtiplevariations-ef-the

(de) In some cases, such as an action involving a written contract, an exhibit may be
necessary for a pleading to be legally sufficient. Litigants may wish to include other exhibits or
supporting information with a complaint or filing as well. For privacy and other practical reasons,
it also may be advisable that certain confidential, personal or private information be submitted
through a supplementary process rather than included in a standardized court form. All pleadings,
exhibits or other supporting information filed with the court must be consistent with the
requirements of Supreme Court Rule 15 (social security numbers in pleadings and related matters)
and Supreme Court Rule 138 (personal identity information).

(e) Providing forms is a permitted service according to the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on
Assistance to Court Users by Circuit Clerks, Court Staff, Law Librarians, and Court Volunteers.
This policy allows circuit clerks, court staff, law librarians and court volunteers to assist users in
identifying relevant approved forms and related instructions based on the court user’s request,
regardless of whether the court user asks for the form by name. Providing the forms is not advice
or the unauthorized practice of law.

(f) The modification restrictions in paragraph (f) apply only to documents filed as standardized
court forms bearing the designation that the form is approved by the Illinois Supreme Court and
required to be accepted. Except for forms designated as mandatory, practitioners may use
standardized court forms as templates to create modified documents for filing. Such documents
must not include any representation that they are approved standardized court forms or replicate
the format, layout, or overall appearance of an approved standardized court form in a manner that
would reasonably cause the document to be mistaken for an approved standardized court form.
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